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Rallying cry

Student government
presidents from across
the state are considering
having walk outs similar to
the one held at Western
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Gift of a
lifetime

Western just wrapped up
a competition with Eastern
Kentucky University to get
the most people signed up
to be organ donors page 5A
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CONCUSSIONS: A HERALD SPECIAL REPORT

Inside the injury
COREY PAUL | Herald reporter

The Toppers faced a big game — their first
as a team in the Football Bowl Subdivision
— against the defending national champion,
the University of Florida.
Junior David Wolke faced a big challenge
— his first collegiate start, and his first
game as Western’s quarterback.
And it began gloriously.
On the first play of the first offensive
series, Wolke fired a big pass — a laser
into the hands of junior wide receiver
Jessie Quinn for a 29-yard gain.
Teammates roared from the sidelines
as the drive continued in front of
90,086 fans packed into The Swamp
in Gainesville, a drive that would take
Western all the way to the Gators’ 10yard line.
But Wolke took big hits.
And one he took during that drive
delivered a concussion, defined by the
American Academy of Neurology as “a
trauma-induced alteration of mental
status that may or may not involve a
loss of consciousness.”
The injury would threaten Wolke’s
season, and as he continued to play,
increase risks of further injury and
threats to his long-term health.
SEE WOLKE, PAGE 6A

INSIDE: PAGES 6-7A
By October 22, there were triple the number
of concussions as there were total last
season. Experts point to possible causes.
A look at the tough tasks of assessing and
treating concussions.
E-mail us at
investigate@chherald.com
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Why some players feel they must play
through the injury.

ELECTION 2007: LOCAL REACTION
Local party members
react to elections

Professors promote
political engagement

HOLLY BROWN, CHRIS BYRNE
& SUSIE LAUN
Herald reporters

DANIELLE BULLOCK
Herald reporter

After almost a year of
campaigning, election results are in.
In the six races, Kentucky voters
elected four Democrats, including a
new governor. Western officials aren’t
sure how this will affect Western and
higher education priorities.
Democrat Steve Beshear was
elected governor with 59 percent
of the vote.
Gov. Ernie Fletcher, Beshear’s
opponent, got 41 percent of the vote.
See REACT,

page

10A

Two Western professors fidgeted
on the set of the 9 p.m. WBKO
news broadcast Tuesday, preparing
to give their views on the day’s
election results.
Saundra Ardrey, the head of the
political science department, and
Scott Lasley, assistant professor
of political science, arrived at
WBKO slightly nervous about
making their political views fit
into the 30 seconds they were
allotted by the station.
See ENGAGEMENT,
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Daniel Houghton/Herald

Warren County Republican chairman Tommy Adams watches results come
in from the gubernatorial election that took place Tuesday night at the
Republican headquarters downtown.
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SUDOKU

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 through 9 with no repeats.

Solution, tips and
computer program at
www.sudoku.com

a

thousand

words

CODY DUTY

t

Page Ward, 9, doesn’t play with dolls,
and she would rather play Madden on her
Playstation with her brother than hang out
with the girls.
“She is definitely different,” Tom, Page’s
dad, said. “You won’t catch her playing with
Barbies.”
Last year, when Page’s brother, Cody,
decided he wanted to play Pee-Wee football,
Tom thought it would just be another fatherson thing, and he could watch his son from
the sidelines.
“Oh no,” Tom said. “Page had to say to
me ‘Daddy, how come Cody can play foot-

Crime reports
Reports

u Housing and Residence
Life reported on Nov. 11 a fire
alarm activated and fire extinguisher discharged on the second floor of the short side of
Keen Hall. Firefighters reported
no damage to the building and
the police report said it was a
false alarm.
u Doug Wiles, library security officer, reported on Nov.
5 a monitor cable stolen from
Helm-Cravens Library. Wiles
provided photos and a DVD of
the person committing the act.
The value of the theft was $30.

t

%

u Katherine Garman, RodesHarlin Hall, reported on Nov. 3
that a male kicked out a hallway
window on the third floor of
McCormack Hall. The value of
the damage was $150.
u Matt Hardiman, 1024
Magnolia Street, reported on
Nov. 2 a cracked front windshield on his 1995 Chevy
Suburban in the Adams Street
lot. The value of the damage
was $150.

Arrests

u Walter C. Weitzel IV,
Frankfort, was arrested on Nov.

3 and charged with speeding,
reckless driving, aggravated
driving under the influence first
offense and possession of an
open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle. He was released
from Warren County Regional
Jail the same day on a cash
bond.
u Lee E. Adams, 2426
Thoroughbred Drive, was arrested on Nov. 7 and charged with
speeding and driving under the
influence first offense. She was
released from Warren County
jail the same day on a $750
unsecured bond.

News briefs

Western student and faculty
member recognized

The Association of Outdoor
Recreation and Education recognized a Western faculty member
and student at the annual AORE
Conference in Asheville, N.C.
Raymond Poff, an associate professor in physical education and recreation, received the
2007 Jim Rennie Leadership
Award. That award is the highest honor given to a professional
member of the organization.
Brandenburg senior Lora
Curl received the 2007 AORE
Student Literary Award. She
received a scholarship to attend
the conference, and presented
a session on her paper “The
Denatured Child: Counteracting
Nature Deficit Disorder.”
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ball, and I can’t?’ That’s when I said ‘give
me another one of those forms. She’s played
every game since.”
Not only does Page hang with the guys
on the field, she hangs with them at school,
too.
Tom had to take on a whole other role when
he and his wife got a divorce four years ago. He
received full custody of Page and her two brothers. Although Page is just like one of the boys,
being the oldest, she has had to abandon some
of her tomboyish ways and become a little bit
more of a mom.
“You guys need to hurry up and get in the
shower,” Page reminded her brothers as she
cleaned.
Dad is proud.
“She has definitely had to take on some
extra tasks,” Tom said. “She’s doing great.
She helps me a lot.”
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Her paper will be included
in the 2007 AORE conference
proceedings.

Visiting professor recital
scheduled Sunday

Western’s dental hygiene program and the Continuing Education
office are offering Coronal
Polishing, a course for dental assistants who want to enhance their
skills and further their education.
The course provides lectures
and a lab section designed to
provide dental assistants with
skills necessary for performing
coronal polishing procedures.
The registration deadline is
Nov. 23. The class is scheduled
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Dec. 7
at the Academic Complex.

Gerald Stroup, tenor, and
friends will be performing a
resident faculty recital.
The recital begins at 7 p.m.
Sunday in the fine arts center
recital hall.
Stroup is a visiting professor who has performed
with the Goldovsky Opera
Workshop, New York Grand
Opera in Central Park and the
New Orleans Opera, according to the music department
Web site.
In the performance Sunday,
the group will cover works by
Vivaldi, Beethoven, Donizetti
and more.

— Christina Allen

— Holly Brown

Dental hygiene offers class
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Scheduling conference
to be held in Autry case
SUSIE LAUN
Herald reporter
The case regarding a student who was raped and killed
at Western in 2003 is moving along in the state Board of
Claims this month.
A hearing officer will probably set a hearing date and might
rule on a motion to dismiss the
Student Life Foundation from
the suit.
Pellville freshman Melissa
“Katie” Autry was raped, sodomized and set on fire in her
Poland Hall dorm room May
4, 2003, after returning from
a party at the Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity house. She died from
third-degree burns on May 7 at
Vanderbilt University Medical
Center in Nashville.
No decision has been rendered in the Board of Claims suit
filed by the Autry estate against
Western and the Student Life
Foundation in Autry’s death,
but a scheduling conference has
been set for Nov. 12.
The conference will allow
hearing officer Jan West to get
input from the attorneys about

what is going on, Western’s
attorney Greg Stivers said.
Stivers said he and Ben
Crocker, attorney for the Autry
estate, are still exchanging information, but a hearing date could
be set during this meeting.
The attorneys will start preparing for the hearing once a hearing
date has been set, he said.
Crocker said the scheduling conference doesn’t require
much preparation, but deadlines
will be set at the conference.
The hearing officer could
potentially find Western and the
Student Life Foundation negligent in Autry’s death, General
Counsel Deborah Wilkins said.
The foundation’s attorney has
filed a motion that it be dropped
from the Board of Claims suit
because the Kentucky State
Supreme Court found that the
foundation is an instrument of
Western.
The state Supreme Court
found Western to have governmental immunity when the
Autry estate’s civil claim went
before judges in January.
Wilkins said foundation
members think Western’s

governmental immunity gives
it immunity. Western filed a
response supporting the foundation’s motion. Crocker filed one
opposing it.
The hearing officer has not
ruled on that motion, but it’s
possible that she will on Nov.
12, Wilkins said.
Western attorneys haven’t
filed a motion to dismiss the
university from the Board of
Claims suit yet, but they probably will, she said.
If found negligent, Western
could have to pay damages.
Wilkins said she’s confident
that the hearing officer’s decision will be appealed by either
side, regardless of what it is.
The Autry Estate filed a
claim with the Kentucky Board
of Claims on April 28, 2004,
Wilkins said.
Western filed a response
in August 2004. The Board of
Claims put its suit on hold until
appeals related to the dismissal
of the civil suit filed at about
that time were resolved.
Reach Susie Laun
at news@chherald.com.

CAMPUS GOVERNMENT

State student government
presidents gather on campus
MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter

2710 Scottsville Rd

41
87

3-
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“You get answers when you
have a conversation with the people who make the decisions,” he
said. “That just sounds like the
intelligent way to do it to me.”
UK student government members plan to set up meetings with
legislators soon, since they’re
close to Frankfort, he said.
President Gary Ransdell said
he enjoyed meeting with the
presidents. He said they were an
impressive group of students,
and he was happy to host them.
They discussed higher education and the budget in general,
he said. They also talked about
how the budget is being shaped
and actions taken to improve it.
The university presidents
and the student government
leaders need to be on the same
page in support for the budget,
Ransdell said.
The goal is to support the
higher education budget more
than individual campuses trying
to further their own agendas,
he said.
The student government presidents from Northern Kentucky
University, UK, University of
Louisville, and Kentucky State
University didn’t attend because
of prior commitments.

027

The Student Government
Association wants more people to participate in its walk
out, even though the event took
place two weeks ago.
The Board of Student Body
Presidents, a special interest
group of student government
presidents that lobbies for more
money for universities, met at
Western this weekend to discuss
issues about the state budget.
SGA President Jeanne
Johnson said she brought up the
Oct. 25 walk out that protested
what SGA says is a lack of state
financial support.
The meeting is one of
BSBP’s regular monthly meetings to discuss current issues at
state universities.
Some of the presidents said
they heard the walk out went
well and showed interest in
holding a similar rally, Johnson
said. Murray’s student government adviser suggested the
senators organize a walk out.
When Johnson mentioned
the walk out to the other presidents earlier this year, they said
they wanted to wait and see
how Western’s walk out turned
out first.
The presidents now say they

want to have a rally at the same
time.
“I said that four months ago,”
Johnson said.
Getting all the universities
together doing the same thing
is better than each university
lobbying in a different way,
she said.
SGA usually attends a rally
in Frankfort with other state
universities in February to lobby
for more money for higher education, but there may not be a
rally this year because of lack of
money in the BSBP budget.
Johnson said the rally is
redundant and ineffective. The
presidents have considered
scheduling meetings with legislators and lobbying with them
face-to-face.
Nick Phelps, student government president at the University
of Kentucky, said he thinks
face-to-face lobbying is more
effective than a rally.
Communication
behind
closed doors and working
directly with legislators works
better than causing disruption
on campus, he said.
They both work to an extent,
but speaking with legislators
would allow the presidents to
find out why the budget is the
way it is and how they can
change it, he said.

*Receive all the above plus $.99
Drafts & $3 mini golf

Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

TOPS to Western
athletes winning big.
The women's soccer
team won the Sun Belt
tournament, and Brent
Long was recognized in
Golf World magazine.

Time won't wait, and neither
should your professors

STAFF EDITORIAL
BOTTOMS to Facebook being down last
night. However will we
study if we can't waste
the occasional minute
(or hour) making sure
other people aren't
studying either?

TOPS to Election Day.
Civic engagement,
celebrating our republic,
choosing future leaders... all good things.

BOTTOMS to the fact
that little kids get out of
school for Election Day
and we don't. Yes, their
school buildings are
used as voting stations,
but we're old enough to
actually participate in
the voting.

TOPS to Homecoming.
It's good to catch up
with old friends, and it's
always good to have an
excuse to have parties,
banquets, concerts,
tailgating and all the
other goodies going on
this weekend.
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A good
deal for
Western
We're happy about 15 more years with Ransdell
Last week, the Board of Regents met to extend
President Gary Ransdell’s contract for another 15 years.
By the time this contract ends in 2022, Ransdell will be
70 years old and will have served for 25 years.
While 15 years is a big commitment, we think
Ransdell has proven he’s worth keeping for as long
as we can. And while 25 years is a long tenure for a
university president, it actually echos a current trend in
longer-serving college and university presidents.
The American Council on Education released a
report in February of this year detailing the results of a
survey of more than 2,000 college and university presidents. They found that the average tenure for a sitting
president has risen to 8.5 years, up from 6.3 years in
1986 (the first time they conducted the survey). More
than 5 percent of current presidents have held their
positions for over 20 years. And the sitting president
believed to have held his position the longest is Norman
Francis of Xavier University of Louisiana. He’s been
Xavier’s president for 39 years.
A 15-year contract all at once is a little more unusual.
The Council’s report showed that the most common contract length is three years, but nearly one in four contracts
were for more than five years. Ransdell’s age is not at all
unusual, however – the survey showed that the average age
of a sitting president is 60 years old, up from 52 in 1986.
Despite the fact that the long contract is uncommon, we still think it was a good move to make. In

his 10 years at Western so far, Ransdell has overseen
quite a few important distinctions and improvements
for the university. According to information on the
school’s Web page about Ransdell, Western has been
the fastest-growing university in Kentucky for the last
nine years, has begun offering numerous new degree
programs (especially within the engineering field),
and is now home to both the first Honors College and
the first federal research lab in the state, among other
distinctions.
Ransdell has also overseen an impressive fundraising
campaign, as well as the beginnings of a new one. A
capital campaign begun in 1998 with a goal of $78 million ended in 2003 with $102 million. The new capital
campaign announced in September of this year (with a
goal of $200 million) had already raised $104.6 million
as of the end of October.
All of this, combined with the fact that Ransdell is
notably popular among students, tells us that having
him here is a good thing for Western and for students.
By extension, it’s also good for alumni – the better the
university looks and is, the more weight its name carries
on a resume.
So thanks to Ransdell for all he does for Western.
And thanks to the regents for working to keep him
here.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the
Herald's 11-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

The Homecoming date of my dreams

ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter
I have a lot of goals in
life, some more attainable
than others. But for this one,
I’m willing to make some
sacrifices for.
I want to meet Erin
Andrews, the beautiful
blonde reporter for ESPN
who roams the sidelines for
countless games every year.
It’s fair to say it’s a crush.
She’s like 28, but who
said age mattered?

I came close to meeting
her. I saw her in Omaha,
Neb., at the College World
Series. I stood just on the
other side of the dugout
from her. She interviewed
the University of CaliforniaIrvine Anteaters in the dugout before the game.
Lucky guys.
I’m not sure if this campaign is quite like the time
when David Letterman tried
to get Oprah on his show
because I don’t have a late
night talk show, but neither
does Dave right now due to
the writers strike.
Dave eventually got
Oprah to come on the show.
I have hope.
It’s tough to tell if I
would have really met her
in Omaha. I tried to get her
attention, waved at her. She

didn’t have any of it.
She just flipped that
blonde hair and talked to
guys who dig at themselves
for three hours a night. I at
least have manners.
What Erin doesn’t know
is the sacrifices I’m willing
to make if I do meet her,
and if hell does freeze over
and for some reason I marry
way up, and I mean way up.
Well in that case, I’d take
her name.
Thus becoming Andrew
Andrews. Erin Robinson
just doesn’t flow.
But to meet her here on
campus is where Western’s
role comes in.
ESPN decides to come in
for a game, and lo and behold
they bring Erin Andrews.
I’d introduce myself.
Maybe throw in the the Joey

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are
a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries
should be 700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right
to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those
of Western’s employees
or of its administration.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

Tribbiani “how you doin’...”
Maybe even take her to
dinner at one of those chain
restaurants on Scottsville
road.
Google “Erin Andrews”
and the results are pages
and pages of blogs that are
expressing their love and
crushes.
I know there’s competition. She’s around pro athletes a lot, too.
I’m not concerned. Things
will work out. She’ll come
to her senses. She’ll realize
what’s best for her.
A 20-year-old college
student who’s willing to
change his name.
The opinions expressed
in this commentary do not
reflect those of the Herald or
the university.

I am writing in response to Holly Brown’s
commentary “The scariest horror flick of
them all” which appeared on the Oct. 23
Opinion page of the College Heights Herald.
At least I think I am responding to it. Due
to Brown’s bad analogy or sloppy metaphor
or writing that sucks (that’s not meant to be
a personal attack, just a really funny way
to capitalize on her Vampire movie image,
and hey, since she didn’t use it to its greatest potential, someone should), I think she
was trying to express upset with Western’s
attendance/tardiness policies. At least, she
finally makes mention of attendance/tardiness policy in the eleventh paragraph.
Instead of trying to say more about
Brown’s circuitous attempt to use compelling prose to make her point, and bravo to
her for keeping in character since it would
serve that someone who cannot get to class
on time would tend to meander a bit, let me
try to recap her argument, as I understand
it: First, Brown is putting forth the conceit
(you can go with the pun if you so chose) of
student as consumer; I pay, so I say – when
and if I come to class. Second, since I pay,
insisting I be on time has no real-world
applications because in this scenario it’s the
student who is the boss and the professor
who is the employee, (and, of course, we
all know bosses never have to be on time
in the real world). Finally, lots of students,
especially nontraditional ones, have good
reasons for being fifteen minutes late. I
think that’s her argument in a nutshell.
My question – where in the real world
do you not face consequences for being
late, even when you’re the paying customer? Let’s see – airlines, rental cars,
ballgames, Broadway plays, not to mention, many businesses have begun to charge
a fee if you miss an appointment, even
doctors. I’ve been on lots of planes and
not once have I heard the flight attendant
announce, “Ladies and Gentlemen, sorry
for the delay, but funny real world story.
Passenger Smith just called. She’s stuck
in traffic, but says it should only be a few
more minutes and since she paid for her
own ticket...” In my real world – you pay,
you’re late, you miss it, you lose.
As for the argument about nontraditional students, I am a nontraditional student.
My definition: an adult who is conscientious and considerate of those around her;
respectful and gracious, if not to the institution, then to the ethos which provides her
with wonderful opportunities where she
gets to be on time for class. Adults who
are “sometimes affected” by the real world
do the adult thing. They calmly explain to
the instructor their reason for tardiness. It
has been my experience that if this is not
a regular, sloppy habit, i.e., the result of
choice more than circumstance, professors
(how about a title they have earned) are
more than accommodating.
I understand tardiness. I have a problem
with it myself. Someone once explained
to me that people who are persistently
late are egotistical because they think their
schedules are more important than anyone
else’s. There could be something to that.
There is no mention in Brown’s piece about
other students and disturbances. It is just
a maniacal teacher, probably some sort of
blood-sucking incubus hell-bent on making
a student submit to his or her hypnotic ways
(I really am trying to work that horror flick/
vampire thing for Brown). My point, the
tick, tick, ticking of those little clock hands
make the same noise and go around in the
same circle for all of us, like it or not.
Brown concludes (discounting her last
paragraph, some quote from a king which
I totally don’t get, more misplaced metaphor) by saying if she wants a class in
punctuality she’ll sign up for that class. Be
careful, I hear it starts on time.
Ah, Ms. Brown, I really don’t mean to
give you such a hard time. I think you must
be young and imbued with what seems like
immeasurable time. But alas, to quote you
and give your strange analogy one more
nod, it is your argument that has “garish
plot holes.” Someday you’ll realize what
that frustrated professor of yours does,
“Time waits for no woe, man.”
Robin McDaniel
Somerset senior
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Kim Botner’s husband saved
six people’s lives after he died
of a stroke.
Botner’s husband was an
organ donor. Now, his widow
works with the Kentucky Organ
Donor Affiliates, an organization that encourages people to
become organ donors.
Western competed with
Eastern Kentucky University in
a signature drive.
At Western, 77 people signed
up on the donor registry, and
105 took pamphlets but didn’t
immediately sign up because
they didn’t have their driver’s
licenses with them, said Botner,
who is a nursing instructor.
Eastern’s results should be
available Monday, she said.
People can still sign up
with KODA by visiting www.
donatelifeky.org or calling 1800-525-3456.
Botner said people can donate
eyes, veins, bones, muscles, tissue and vital organs.
Organs can be transplanted
into other patients when an
organ donor is declared brain
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By the Numbers

Program gives students a
chance to be organ donors
CHRISTINA ALLEN
Herald reporter
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89,000

Herald reporter Amber Coulter
contributed to this article.

Approximate
number
of
Americans registered on the
United Network for Organ
Sharing waiting list for donated
organs.
Approximate number of
Kentucky residents on
the waiting list.
Number of minutes that
elapses between each
new name being added to the
list.
Estimated number
of people who die
every year waiting for an organ
transplant.
Estimated number of people who can be helped by
one organ donor.
Estimated
number of
Americans treated each year
with transplanted bone, tendon
and ligament tissue.
Number of cornea transplants
performed annually.
Number of people
waiting for donated corneas.
Number of successful organ
transplants performed in 2004.
Estimated number of organ
transplants that could have been
performed in 2004 if enough
donors had been available.

Reach Christina Allen
at news@chherald.com.

Source: Kentucky Organ
Donor Affiliates Web site

He was the author of seven collections of poems, short stories
and numerous essays.
There will be a reception and
a book signing following the
reading.

The group will host a recital
at 7:30 p.m. in the fine arts center recital hall.
There will be a master class
at 2:20 p.m. in FAC, Room
181.
Admission to both events is
free.
The group is comprised of
John Schlabach, trumpet; C
Scott Smith, horn; Christopher
Hayes, trombone; Jason Smith,
tuba; and B.J. Britt, trumpet.
Britt is a Western alumnus.

dead.
“There are 95,000 people
on the national waiting list,”
Botner said.
Botner said some people
are reluctant to become organ
donors because of an urban legend.
“Some people think if they’re
in an accident, and they’ve got
the orange organ donor sticker
on their driver’s license, the
doctors won’t work as hard to
save them,” she said.
Bowling Green senior
Bethany Stewart, an organ
donor who works with KODA,
said the rumor is completely
false.
“When you’re at an accident,
the first thing you do is try to
save a life. The driver’s license
isn’t the first thing you go for,”
she said.
Botner said she doesn’t know
of any religion that opposes
organ donation. Even Jehovah’s
Witnesses, who cannot receive
blood transfusions as dictated
by their faith, have no objection
to donating organs as long as
the blood is drained.
Botner said donated organs
have to be in full functioning

condition, and the blood types
of the donors and recipients
have to match.
Also, recipients have to take
anti-rejection drugs for the rest
of their lives. Anti-rejection
drugs can weaken the immune
system, but transplants can be
the difference between life and
death, Botner said.
Boyd Duckett, a senior from
Wichita, Kan., signed up to be
an organ donor, although he
said he would never donate a
kidney during his life.
“I have a very practical way
of looking at things,” he said.
“The truth is, when I’m dead, I
don’t care what happens to my
body.”
Duckett requested two stickers — one for his driver’s
license, and the other for his
motorcycle license.
“It’s probably a good thing
that I’m an organ donor,” he
said, “because I’ve got a motorcycle.”

Writing to be celebrated
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News briefs

Veteran’s Day parade
to be held Saturday

Bowling Green will host
the 12th annual Veteran’s Day
Parade on Saturday.
It will start at 10 a.m. at the
L&N Train Depot and end at
8th Avenue and State Street.
There will be a flag ceremony at the Military Memorial
Monument in the courtyard of
the county courthouse after the
parade.
— Christina Howerton
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The English department’s
Creative Writing Committee
is hosting the 11th Annual Jim
Wayne Miller Celebration of
Writing at 2 p.m. Sunday in Garrett
Conference Center, Room 103.
The event will feature a reading of “A Love Affair with
Nature: Selected Poems by Jim
Wayne Miller” by Patricia and
Craig Taylor.
Jim Wayne Miller was a professor of German and German
literature until his death in 1996.

— Danielle Bullock

OU quintet to perform

A brass quintet composed
of faculty members and one
graduate assistant from Ohio
University will make a stop at
Western Tuesday.

— Chris Byrne
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Diagnoses increase
among Western
football players
Seven games into the season,
diagnosed concussions among
Western’s football players were
triple the total number diagnosed
last season, according to records
provided by Head Athletic
Trainer Bill Edwards on Oct. 22.
The number of cases rose from
four diagnosed last season to 12
diagnosed this season.
Edwards would not provide
any numbers for games after
that date. He had said a week
earlier he was unsure what was
causing the increase.
The sports medicine team
said they were concerned by the
increase because it involves the
brain. The injuries, if treated
improperly, put athletes at risk
for more severe injury.
“We’ve had some doozies
this season,” team physician Dr.
Craig Beard said. “I don’t know
why we have such a problem
but we do.”
After providing the records,
Edwards refused all further
requests for interviews and
refused to release more details
about concussions this season.
Among those requested: the
players’ names, who reported
the injuries and the dates of
diagnosis and return to play.
Initially, Edwards wrote in an
e-mail, he declined to provide
more records because he didn’t
want to release players’ private
information. Asked in a reply if
he would provide information
without names, he declined.
He asked that all further
questions be asked by e-mail,
but declined to answer any, also
declining to provide the number
of concussions since Oct. 22.
Edwards also declined to say
what trainers were doing to find
the cause of the increase and
curb more injuries.
“Bill’s been around long
enough he’s a veteran of athletic training,” Athletics Director
Wood Selig said. “I’m sure he’s
got this issue well under control,
so whether they’re public with
their particular approach and strategies is of little concern to me.”
Pinpointing a cause of
Western’s increase is difficult, said
Gary Solomon, consulting neuropsychologist for the Tennessee
Titans and team neuropsychologist for the Nashville Predators.
“First, I don’t think you can
look at a single variable factor,”
he said. “It has to be a multiplicity of factors.”
Solomon and two other
experts pointed to two factors
they’d look at first to explain a
cause: players reporting more
injuries and increased competition brought by the move to
the Football Bowl Subdivision
(formerly Division I-A).
Media attention and emerging
research have created a greater
national awareness, which might
explain more player-reported
injuries at Western, said Jamie
Pardini, a neuropsychologist at
the University of Pittsburgh who
specializes in sports medicine.
Beard also said more players and teammates might be
reporting concussions this season than before, and said there
may have been just as many
concussions in the past — just
fewer reports.
Edwards declined to provide the number of concussions
reported by players. He said on
Oct. 18 that education efforts
haven’t changed this season, but
that teammates tipped trainers
to head injuries in many of the
diagnosed cases. 		
Chris Nowinski, a Harvardeducated professional wrestler
whose career was ended by
concussions, stated in an e-mail
that the increased awareness and
reporting by players was the most
likely cause of the increase, followed by the division change.
Nowinski stated that the division move might be to blame
because the better opponents
are more likely to cause concussions than get them. Weaker
players are often too slow to
avoid or block hits, or are overpowered by them.
“Think of how much the varsity kills the younger scout team
in practice,” he stated.
Solomon agreed.
“The size of the field hasn’t
changed; the size of the player
has,” Solomon said. “If the size
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of the field hasn’t changed but
the mass of the player has, they’re
going to generate more force.
“The force of impacts are
increasing because players are
bigger, faster and stronger.”
Head coach David Elson said
on Oct. 25 that criticism saying
that more players are getting
concussions because of the move
is “completely without merit.”
Teams on every level of play
are getting bigger, not just FBS
teams, Elson said.
And so are the hits, he said.
Western didn’t research the
effect of a division move on
injuries, Selig said. No major
studies are known that have
examined the effect of greater
competition on concussions.
By Oct. 22, all six concussions that players suffered during games were in FBS games,
according to injury records.
Edwards referred to this on
Oct. 18, but said concussions
in FBS games didn’t necessarily implicate the move because
the remaining concussions happened at practice.
Several studies show that
symptoms aren’t always shown
at the time of injury.
One 2005 study monitored
hits using helmets with sensors in them, called the Head
Impact Telemetry system. It
found that in most concussion
cases, a player suffered a second hit within 48 hours of the
hit that resulted in a concussion
diagnosis, reported Nowinski’s
book “Head Games: Football’s
Concussion Crisis.”
Beard agreed with the possibility that concussions diagnosed at practice were the
result of multiple impacts or
late-emerging symptoms, but
said that the division move was
probably not to blame.
“I think it would be too easy
of an assumption,” Beard said.
“Number one, we’ve played I-A
teams before. And they’re not
that much bigger.”
He and Edwards pointed at
other possibilities they’d discussed: Nine of the players
who had gotten concussion had
been wearing the new Riddell
“RevolutionT” helmets designed
specifically to prevent concussions, but numerous studies show
that equipment isn’t enough to
prevent a concussion.
“Some of these hits are going
to cause it no matter what,”
Edwards said.
He doesn’t think he’s been
catching more of the injuries
than before.
“It’s not like I’ve been watching them more closely,” Edwards
said. “I don’t know why.”
Trainer Sheri Harris was
moved from women’s soccer
this season to cover football full
time with Edwards. But two
trainers were usually present at
games before, Edwards said. And
Harris, who referred questions to
Edwards, was often one of them.
Experts offered more possible variables that included
harder turf, tackling techniques
and drier weather.
Experts also said the increase
in concussion cases could be a
fluke.
Selig and other Western officials agreed.
“In three years if we’re having
14 or 15 concussions each year,
yeah, maybe there’s a trend,”
Selig said. “Maybe there’s something that needs to be analyzed.”
Increases in injuries tend to
come in cycles at Western, athletic officials said.
“Some years, it’s ankles,”
Edwards said. “This year it’s
concussions.”
In past seasons, the sports
medicine team has met trends
with techniques to prevent the
injuries, Beard said.
In a past season with a lot of
leg cramps, that meant looking
at players’ fluid intake, Beard
said. In one with hamstring
injuries, it meant looking at
stretching technique.
Selig said he trusted trainers
and physicians to handle concussions, too.
“If it was a big issue, if it was an
issue of grave concern to our doctors or athletic trainers, something
we need to address, they would
have brought it to my attention,”
Selig said. “They have not.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GAINESVILLE SUN

MOMENT OF IMPACT — Junior quarterback David Wolke takes a hit moments after completing a pass to senior wide receiver
Curits Hamilton during Western’s season opener at the University of Florida on Sept. 1. This hit is where Wolke is believed to have
suffered his concussion, officials said.

Wolke
Continued

from page
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During a play after his throw, Wolke
charged 9 yards up the middle and went
down from a helmet-to-helmet blow.
Moments later, Wolke took another hit
while attempting a pitch. His head crashed
onto the ground.
Western’s medical team doesn’t know
how many plays involved Wolke after
the concussion. Staff saw no indication
of Wolke’s injury, Head Athletic Trainer
Bill Edwards said.
And Wolke, struck with amnesia and
disorientation, remembers only fragments
of the injury on Sept. 1, he said.
Team physician Craig Beard called the
injury “about as significant a concussion
as I’ve seen in 20 years,” during an interview almost six weeks later.
Wolke’s injury highlights the torment
concussions can bring to players and the
pressures not to report them.
Western faces the same challenges
other sports teams do: treating concussions in a way that preserves players’
short- and long-term health, and getting
players to report the injuries.
The number of concussion diagnosed
at Western rose this season, and trainers
said they don’t know why.
Concussions in athletics — at all levels
and in all sports — have moved into the
national spotlight.
Congress addressed the issue this summer, when several retired NFL players
— whose career concussions followed
them — testified before a House committee regarding greater disability pay and
regulations for treatment of the injuries.
Wolke started again a week after the
concussion. Convinced of his recovery,
Beard and Edwards cleared Wolke after
he passed a series of memory tests and
physical assessments, Edwards said.
But three games later, Wolke returned
to the sidelines because of ongoing symptoms: sluggishness, strain from schoolwork and memory lapses.
Wolke admitted that he wasn’t honest
about his symptoms to trainers, telling
them he felt “OK” when he knew otherwise. But Western’s system of evaluating the injury, then largely dependent on
player cooperation, also led to Wolke’s
return to the field.
Returning to action too early from
concussions can lead to repeat injuries.
This brings risks that include prolonged
symptoms, severe brain damage and in
very rare cases, death.
Through Oct. 22, Western staff diagnosed 12 players with concussions, triple
that of last season, according to injury
records provided by Edwards.
After releasing those records, Edwards
refused further interviews and to discuss
what the medical staff planned to do to try
to determine the cause of the increase. But
he did say during a previous interview what
trainers were doing to improve treatment.
In the first week of October, just after
Wolke came forward with his symptoms,
the athletic training department purchased
a computerized test for $500 that evaluates cognitive skills such as memory,
processing speed and reaction time.
The Immediate Post-concussion

Assessment and Cognitive Testing program, called ImPACT, helps trainers follow a player’s recovery and eliminate
premature return to action, Edwards said.
Wolke would be the first at Western to
take the test, Beard said.
Wolke took the test three times. His
scores rose each time, and on the final test
“were superb,” Beard said.

On The Sidelines

In Florida, sophomore quarterback
Brandon Smith told trainers at the end of
the first series of play that Wolke’s behavior didn’t seem right.
Edwards conducted a Standardized
Assessment of Concussion test, called
SAC, which checks for physical symptoms and measures functions such as
orientation and memory. He looked for
physical signs of a concussion — including trouble balancing, nausea, glassy eyes
and dilated pupils.
Wolke felt nausea, a headache and disorientation, he later remembered. His eyes
wandered, Beard said.
Edwards, called “Doc E” by players,
asked Wolke to read the scoreboard. He
asked him to remember a series of numbers and words. He asked Wolke where he
was and who Western was playing.
Wolke, asking a lot of questions himself, struggled with the answers, he said.
About 30 minutes passed and his
amnesia continued. Edwards said that this
confirmed his fears of a concussion and,
along with Beard, he made the decision
that Wolke would have to sit out the rest
of the game.
All players diagnosed with concussions
go through a similar examination, standard at Western and many other schools,
Edwards said. Their subsequent treatment
would be similar, too.
Trainers hid Wolke’s helmet to keep him
from sneaking back in. By halftime, Wolke
felt better and told trainers he could play.
Pieces of the game came back, he said.
Wolke had popped up after the hit
during the pitch that probably caused the
concussion, staff said. And he finished
the series.
But he could not remember it all for
nearly a quarter-and-a-half.
The picture remained fuzzy on Oct. 11,
nearly a month later.
“The last thing I remember is running
the option and pitching the ball to senior
wide receiver Curtis Hamilton,” Wolke
said. “Then after that, I remember coming off the field, and then it just hit me. I
didn’t know where I was at, and I didn’t
know what was going on. I remember
looking at the stands and everything. I
was recalling to myself ‘We did have a
game in Florida.’”
He said he felt normal running and
throwing that week and normal on the
field in general. He suffered headaches
but none that seemed unusual.
But he would forget things, such as
where he parked his car, and thoughts
came slowly.
A week after Florida, Wolke started
against West Virginia Tech. He said he
felt fine playing. But the hits he took in
other games — against Eastern Kentucky
and Middle Tennessee State — would
reveal more.
Wolke’s head would throb, and he’d
hear ringing in his ears, he said. He’d

become disoriented and struggled to
remember little things. Sometimes he’d
black out for a split second. Still, Wolke
said he kept his symptoms, which he didn’t
think were serious, from the trainers.

‘I saw white lights’

While attempting a pitch during the
second play of the MTSU game, a defensive end tackled Wolke and he took a blow
to the back of his helmet. He fumbled.
But the revelation that Wolke was
playing injured came in the garage of his
home in Mount Juliet, Tenn.
The Friday and Saturday after the
MTSU match were off days, and gave
Wolke the chance to visit family.
Saturday morning, Wolke and his dad,
Max, played “H-O-R-S-E” until about
noon. Afterward, Max Wolke went inside
to get a drink.
He came back and playfully bumped
into Wolke’s shoulder.
“Sissy,” Max Wolke teased.
But the bump caused Wolke to groan
and grab the back of his head.
Max Wolke asked what was going on.
“‘That defensive end, Dad, when he hit
me it was like a train,’” Max Wolke recalls
his son saying. “‘I saw white lights.’”
Wolke admitted having trouble with
headaches and memory.
Fearing another concussion, Max
Wolke applied pressure: “Look, you tell
the coaches or I will,” he said.
But Wolke also felt the pressure to play.
“It was everything: teammates, family, coaches, wanting to win,” he said. “I
didn’t want to seem like I could take a hit
and not be able to play.”
He’d beaten injuries before, even a
concussion in high school. He had to sit
out a season after transferring from Notre
Dame. He’d recovered from a shoulder
surgery to win his starting spot.
Yet Wolke listened to his dad. He
waited a day and then came forward.
Wolke told Edwards the Monday after
the MTSU game that he’d been hiding his
troubles with memory and disorientation,
both said.
Edwards said he wasn’t mad, but frustrated, which is what happens any time he
discovers a player trying to push through
injury.
“You wonder if you could’ve done
something more for them,” Edwards said.
“We try to tell them if you want to play, you
have to get healthy and get treated. I have to
make that judgment call every day.”
Wolke said after his recovery that he
felt safe at Western and thought highly of
the medical staff.
He said his concussion, like many,
couldn’t have been prevented.
He said it affected his play, but he
didn’t know to what extent.
“I’m not the type to make excuses,”
Wolke said.
After MTSU, Wolke was held out of
Western’s next game at Bowling Green
State and played only two series at the
Ball State game a week later.
Edwards said he noticed that Wolke
seemed goofy and was acting like himself
again.
He started the next week, and in the
last three games would shine, piloting
the Toppers through more big drives that
would contribute to consecutive victories.
The glorious beginning would continue.

TIMELINE
OF JUNIOR
QUARTERBACK
DAVID WOLKE’S
INJURY
PHOTOS by alex slitz
& Jake StEVENS

Sept. 1 David Wolke walks off the field after a game
against the University of Florida. In the first quarter
he suffered a concussion and was removed from the
game. The symptoms would follow him for weeks.
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Sept. 8 Wolke starts against West Virginia Tech a week
after his concussion. Wolke passed examinations, but
kept struggles with memory and disorientation from
trainers. In this game he felt fine, he’d later say.
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Finding, treating
injuries difficult

— Chris Brunemann, former Western tight end —

Love of the game prevents some
players from reporting concussions
beginning of the season. At the beginning
of summer camp, Edwards stressed proper tackling form and the importance of
reporting concussions, recalled Louisville
senior Lauren Edsten, one of 12 student
trainers.
Edwards said he constantly reiterates
the importance of coming forward at the
first sign of any injury.
Elson said he does this, too.
“We preach all the time to these guys:
If there’s the slightest thing wrong, the
best thing to do for the team is tell the
trainers and let them diagnose it and set
you on a treatment path and get you back
out there.”
A strong trainer-player relationship
also is important, experts say. A good
relationship encourages player honesty,
and familiarity with players’ behavior
helps trainers spot when a player is dishonest or hiding symptoms.
That sort of relationship is present at
Western, said players and officials.
Elson described the “genuine care”
Edwards has for athletes.
However, Edwards said many players
still hide injuries.
“You talk about the rest of your life,
and that doesn’t mean a lot to 18-to-21year-olds sometimes,” Edwards said.
Brunemann talked about some of the
pressures that lead players to keep injuries
secret: letting down teammates, losing a
starting spot and wanting to win.
A college football season consists of
about 12 games — fewer than most other
sports — an amount that can make missing one game a deterrent for players to
report, said Gary Solomon, the team neuropsychologist for the Nashville Predators
and consulting neuropsychologist for the
Tennessee Titans.
Ironically, it’s the toughest games in
which starting players are most likely get
hurt, and when they feel the most pressure
to play because they are the most needed,
Brunemann and some experts said.
Still, Solomon said, “it’s better to miss
one game than the rest of the season.”
Before his concussion, Brunemann
never sat out a game. He never had a
diagnosed concussion.
But he did have his “bell rung” almost
every game, he said.
“I’ve hit people where it’s gone completely black, where it’s gone completely
white,” he said. “I’ve had my eyes go
cross-eyed. It’s kind of scary.”
But like many others, he never reported
the injury.
“I’d hit them, then I’d walk away from
it and see black, but then I’d be fine,”
Brunemann said.
Sophomore offensive lineman Cody
Hughes said he’s had his bell rung, but
never had a concussion, an injury he
said he fears but thinks is over-dramatized.
“It’s always in the back of your head,
that this might be the day it happens,” he
said.
Fellow sophomore offensive lineman
Lloyd Pressley said he suffered a concussion while blocking a linebacker in a summer practice. He started feeling dizzy and
nauseated after practice and decided to tell
a trainer against pressure to do so.
Concussions affect players differently,
but even minor headaches can be an indicator and need to be reported, experts say.
The point at which players will report
their head injuries varies, Pressley said.
Often, it depends on whether they can play.
“If you don’t get your bell rung once

Sept. 20 Wolke starts against Middle Tennessee
State. Hits in this game and against Eastern Kentucky
the week prior would cause symptoms to flare, he
said.
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“You’re dealing with
your head — that’s the
rest of your life. Football
won’t be there for the
rest of your life.”

For tight end Chris Brunemann, the
pressure came because only three games
were left.
A Northern Iowa player clocked
Brunemann, a spring graduate who also
played special teams, as Western returned
a kickoff during a game in the 2006 season.
The Panther player’s helmet connected
with Brunemann’s at the earhole.
“I just dropped,” he said. “All I
remember after that is I was laying on my
stomach, face in the turf.”
Everything slowed after that, “like a
video game,” he said.
Trainers ran out, took him to the sidelines and diagnosed him with a concussion.
Brunemann had to be awakened every
hour that first night, a precaution Head
Athletic Trainer Bill Edwards said usually
takes when a player loses consciousness.
Exercise caused Brunemann to get
headaches.
Edwards wouldn’t let Brunemann practice or start the next game, and Brunemann
said he was lucky to be cleared for his last
game.
Still, Brunemann tried to practice
immediately.
“I wasn’t going to let an injury get in
the way of 15 years of football,” he said.
For many players, the desire and pressure to play can cloud judgment. It can
cause them to play through injuries without reporting them. It makes diagnoses
and treatment difficult.
The problem is severe with concussions because many times symptoms
aren’t visible to anyone but the player,
said Chris Nowinski, an advocate of concussion research and treatment reform.
Only about one in 10 concussions are
diagnosed, often because they go unreported, according to studies Nowinski
cites in his book, “Head Games: Football’s
Concussion Crisis,” which was released
this year.
Teammates reported a concussed player’s injury in several of the diagnosed
cases this season, Edwards said.
Head coach David Elson agreed.
“When a player notices someone is off,
it’s that player’s obligation to that player
and the team to let someone know,” he
said.
Teammates often are most capable
of knowing if a fellow player is injured
because they are familiar with each other’s behavior on and off the field.
Brunemann agreed.
“If you’ve got someone in the huddle,
and they’re looking bug-eyed as sh-- or
are calling plays wrong or not blocking,
you know something is up,” he said.
But Brunemann also agreed about the
invisible nature of the injury.
“You could be out there and take a hit
and get the mildest concussion possible
and nobody would know it,” he said. “The
coaches wouldn’t know it. Doc wouldn’t
know it, because you might not show it.”
Getting players to report concussions is
one of the greatest challenges teams face,
Nowinski wrote.
Awareness is the key, experts and
Western officials said.
“I think the more we talk about it, the
more we think about it, the more it’s in the
newspaper, the more players are likely to
report them,” team physician Craig Beard
said. “If not, their teammates are more
likely to report it for them.”
Elson said Edwards shows players a
video on concussion awareness at the
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Observable concussion
symptoms:
• Loss of balance
• Syncope (loss of consciousness)
• Near-syncope

Not-often-observable
concussion symptoms:
• Persistent headaches
• Vertigo (dizziness)
• Light-headedness
• Unsteadiness
• Cognitive dysfuction
• Memory disturbance
• Hearing loss
• Tinnitus (ringing in the ears)
• Blurred vision
• Diplopia (double vision)
• Visual loss
• Personality change
• Drowsiness
• Lethargy
• Fatigue
• Inability to perform usual daily activities

DANGERS OF PLAYING WITH
A CONCUSSION:
• Post-concussion syndrome, in which
symptoms become chronic.
• The rare possibility of second-impact
syndrome, which involves swelling of the
brain and is often fatal.
• Returning to play too soon can mean
three to six times the risk of a second
concussion, several studies show. After
the second, there is nine times the risk.
• Studies show subsequent concussions
tend to be more severe.
• Even if a player doesn’t get another
concussion, continued hits and exertion
before recovery bring risks of prolonged
and worse symptoms.
Source: “Headgames:
Football’s Concussion Crisis”

a day, you’re not going hard enough,” he
said. “Usually, you’ll get sick enough to
know the difference.”		
Use of the terms “bell rung” and “ding”
are discouraged by Nowinski and other
experts, who said the terms diminish an
injury that could be a mild concussion,
one that if played upon can lead to more
severe injury.
Though common, correlating injuries
to playing ability is a damaging mentality, said Nowinski, who played through
concussions as a Harvard lineman.
“It can’t be that if you can play through
it, you should,” he said. “It shouldn’t be
the ones where you can’t see or remember
that you have to sit down.
“It can’t be about how well concussions relate to you playing football.”
Looking back on the times he had
his “bell rung,” Brunemann said he
really could have had several minor
concussions.
“You’re dealing with your head —
that’s the rest of your life,” he said.
“Football won’t be there for the rest of
your life.”

Sept 29 After telling trainers about ongoing symptoms, Wolke must sit out the game against Bowling
Green State.

Along with hard hits come
the hard tasks of identifying
concussions and deciding when
to clear players for returning to
normal routines.
Gary Solomon, the consulting neuropsychologist for the
Tennessee Titans and team neuropsychologist for the Nashville
Predators, puts this into perspective.
“We can replace your hip,
and we can get you a new knee,
but we can’t get you a new
brain,” he said.
The challenges for team doctors and trainers come from
many different directions. The
NCAA offers neither rules on
how much time trainers must
allow before clearing a player nor punishments for early
returns. It doesn’t favor a tool
for assessment and diagnosis.
Western’s sports medicine
team, like many teams nationally,
uses a Standardized Assessment
of Concussion test, called SAC,
which checks for physical symptoms and measures functions
such as orientation, Head Athletic
Trainer Bill Edwards said.
Two certified trainers can
conduct the test on the sideline
when staff suspect a concussion.
In most cases, the test relies on
player awareness and honesty
about their symptoms. Experts
endorse the test for sideline use,
and it meets recommendations
of the NCAA and many published guidelines.
But after diagnosis, trainers
face another challenge: when
to return a player after they’ve
suffered a concussion.
That subject is controversial.
But the method of treatment is
not: rest.
Guidelines recommend a
period of seven days symptomfree before clearing a player for
contact, and increased periods of
rest for subsequent concussions.
Edwards said players at
Western have to be clear of
symptoms for 24 hours. They
gradually increase exercise and
do drills without contact as long
as they don’t display symptoms.
Then a team physician, usually
orthopedist Craig Beard, will
clear the player.
After a player gets a concussion, Edwards said he conducts the SAC test a few hours
later and daily until players are
symptom-free.
But those examinations largely depend on player cooperation,
and numerous studies show that
players under-report concussions
at every level of play.
Junior quarterback David
Wolke told trainers he felt fine
the day of his injury. He continued to do so in follow-up examinations. He was able to pass
memory tests, even though he
was continuing to have trouble
with his memory, he said later.
“I’m just really good at
cramming,” Wolke said jokingly about the tests.
The medical staff at Western
knows about the seven-day waiting period recommended by
guidelines, but doesn’t always
follow them because researchers
don’t agree on them, Beard said.
“I think you can’t box yourself into absolutes,” he said.
Beard said the decision to
return at Western is based on the
severity of a player’s symptoms,
medical history and position.
Some players can recover
quickly, Solomon said. But
the decision to clear a player
needs to be correct, he and other
experts say.
The risks that come with a
wrong decision are dire.
Most symptoms pass between
seven and 10 days, according to
a 2003 study of 2,905 football

Oct. 13 Wolke has cleared more examinations,
including computerized neuropsychological tests,
and is returned to play. He will start the next game
against Indiana State.
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players at 25 colleges. Kevin
Guskiewicz, director of the
sports medicine research laboratory at the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill, and his
colleagues conducted the study.
But there is paradox in concussion treatment.
While longer periods of rest
likely ensure recovery, they
present another problem: If players automatically get pulled from
play for coming forward with
symptoms, they might not do it.
That’s part of why Solomon
doesn’t advocate a mandatory
minimum symptom-free period.
“You may be unnecessarily penalizing a guy, because
concussions are so individual,”
he said.
In games, players at Western
who are free of symptoms in
less than 15 minutes can often
return to play, Edwards said.
Any longer and he refers them
to a physician.
In practice, a player will have
to sit out for any suspected concussion, because physicians don’t
come to practice, Edwards said.
Chris Nowinski, a Harvardeducated pro-wrestler whose
career ended because of concussions, finds the “15-minute” rule
misleading. Studies show that
many symptoms emerge late.
Contact needs to be monitored before a game in a controlled environment, said Jamie
Pardini, a neuropsychologist at
the University of Pittsburgh who
specializes in sports medicine.
Hits in games tend to be harder,
and the fast-paced nature of a
game makes it harder to catch
an injury.
The athletic training department bought the Immediate
Post-concussion Assessment
and Cognitive Program, called
ImPACT, which is a computerized test that evaluates cognitive
skills such as memory, processing speed and reaction time.
The aim was to more accurately follow a players’ recovery.
“Given what I’m seeing,”
Beard said. “I’m sure we let
some kids back before we
should have.”
By Oct. 23, “three or four players” had been benched because of
test results that indicated a concussion, Beard said. By Oct. 31,
61 Western players had taken the
test, and 11 of them were injured,
records show.
To be most accurate, uninjured scores (called baselines)
are needed for comparison,
Pardini said. Usually they are
collected preseason.
Western doesn’t have baselines because it bought the test
midseason.
Solomon, who uses the tests,
said relying on midseason baseline scores was “not smart,” but
“better than not at all.”
“First of all, they’ve already
sustained hits,” he said. “You’re
not getting a clean baseline.”
Pardini, who helps teams
implement ImPACT and whose
colleagues designed it, said scores
can still be evaluated by comparison to national averages.
The test is a good resource
but doesn’t replace a person,
preferably a neuropsychologist,
Pardini said. Neuropsychologists
specialize in cognitive function
and can assist with diagnosis, something ImPACT isn’t
designed to do. They also can
spot lying, she said.
Still, a certified trainer and
physician with continued educations on brain injury should
be enough, Nowinski said.
Beard said he’s dealt with
concussions for about 20 years.
“I feel very comfortable dealing with them,” he said. “If not
we send them to a neurologist.”

Oct. 27 In his second consecutive start since his
return, Wolke continues to lead scoring drives in a
game against North Carolina Central.
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Tailgating: It’s not just
Progress continues on
for football games anymore construction projects
EMILY ULBER
Herald reporter

Brett Meyer is an addict.
He isn’t addicted to smoking, drinking or Facebook.
The senior from Boonville,
Ind., is addicted to tailgating.
Meyer and his friends try to
tailgate every chance they get.
Meyer’s favorite spot is in
the back corner of the Creason
parking lot next to the soccer
field. Meyer and his friends
love tailgating at every home
women’s soccer game they can
attend.
“We go out there, play some
corn hole, drink a few beverages and cheer on the team,”
he said. “It’s a good time.”
Meyer and his friends have
been tailgating for the games
since his sophomore year. He
said that some members of the
women’s soccer team lived on
his floor in Southwest Hall.
The players started organizing tailgating for their games,
and Meyer said he and his
friends “just started showing
up.”
“My sophomore and junior
years, we went out there a few
times,” Meyer said. “But this
year we tried to make it to
every home game.”
Orry Stull, a senior from-

Crawfordsville, Ind., started small size makes the experitailgating with Meyer his soph- ence more rewarding.
omore year.
“We’re there for a while
“Brett just had this crazy before the game starts,” Meyer
idea (to tailgate), and it just said. “The coaches come up to
took off,” Stull said.
us and shake our hands and say
Meyer said that there are nor- stuff like, ‘It’s great to have
mally only four or five people you all out here.’”
tailgating on Fridays. He said
Stull said he thinks the
it is very different from tailgat- women’s soccer team is also
ing at football
very appreciagames.
tive.
“It’s a lot
“I
think
more relaxed
they’ve taken
— there are
a liking to
no
bicycle
it,” Stull said.
cops, but you
“Their record
still have to
seems to show
keep all your
it.”
drinks in a
The womcup,” Meyer
en’s
soccer
said, laughteam currently
ing. “I think
holds the numthe coaches
ber one seed
and the team
in the Sun Belt
are
much
Conference
more support— Nick McDonough tournament.
ive.”
Stull hopes
Louisville senior students will
Louisville
senior Nick
start tailgating
McDonough
at soccer and
started tailgating with Meyer other sporting events, too.
and his friends this fall.
“Other people can definitely
“I think it would be great if pick up where we left off,”
Western students could tailgate Stull said.
for more than just home footReach Emily Ulber
ball games,” he said.
Meyer said that the group’s at diversions@chherald.com.

“I think it would
be great if
Western students
could tailgate for
more than just
home football
games.”
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1 Large 1-Topping Stuffed Crust for $9.99
Offer Expires 12-30-07
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2 Medium 1-Topping Pizzas for $10.99
Valid on Pan, Thin ’N Crispy or Hand Tossed Crust

Offer Expires 12-30-07

Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut
locations. Not valid in combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Dine-In, Carryout
or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. Delivery charge may apply.

Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut
locations. Not valid in combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Dine-In, Carryout
or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. Delivery charge may apply.
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1 Large 1-Topping Pizza & Order of
Cheesesticks OR Quepapas for $13.99
Valid on Pan, Thin ’N Crispy or Hand Tossed Crust

Offer Expires 12-30-07

Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut
locations. Not valid in combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Dine-In, Carryout
or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. Delivery charge may apply.
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2 Large 2-Topping Pizzas $15.99
Valid on Pan, Thin ’N Crispy or Hand Tossed Crust

Offer Expires 12-30-07

Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut
locations. Not valid in combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Dine-In, Carryout
or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. Delivery charge may apply.
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CHRISTINA HOWERTON
Herald reporter
Construction projects on
campus are progressing.
The noise on Normal Street
will soon silence and Health
Services and student publications will move into their new
homes in December.
uScience campus renovation — cost: about $33 million
Snell Hall construction is
underway. The foundation is
laid. It will be complete next
summer, said Doug Ault, director of planning, design and construction.
Snell costs about $26 million.
The next phase is the renovation of Science and Technology
Hall. The renovation is in the
design stage.
The public health department
will move to Garrett Conference
Center during the renovation.
Then Thompson Center
Central Wing will be renovated
and the North Wing will be
demolished.
All phases are scheduled to
be finished in December 2010.
uFlorence Schneider Hall
— cost: about $12.3 million
The hall that houses the
Academy for Math and Science
in Kentucky students is almost
complete.
The contractor is fixing
minor damages to lights and
electrical outlets.
uVan Meter overlook and
garden renovation — cost:
about $1.5 million
The overlook was rebuilt and
a new fountain has been ordered
from Italy.
The area will be complete in
January.
uStudent
Publications
Building — cost: about $1.6
million
The
Adams-Whitaker
Student Publications Center,
which will house the Herald
and Talisman, will be dedicated
on Saturday.
All construction is finished.
Carpet and some electrical wiring is being completed.
The department will move in
before the spring semester.
uHouchens Industries-L.T.
Smith Stadium — cost: about
$49.8 million
The new west grand stand
will be complete in late spring.
All four floors have been
constructed, and contractors
are doing wiring on the first and
second floors.
The east grand stand will
begin to be renovated after the
last home football game on
Nov. 17.
The stadium will be complete next fall.
uTrack — cost: about $2.5
million
The new track will be complete before track and field season begins.
Contractors are waiting on the
pavement to cure. They’ll then
lay the track’s final surface.
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uElectrical distribution
— cost: about $1.9 million
The underground electrical
system is being redistributed
along Normal Street.
There is about 20 more feet
of trenching to dig.
The trench will be filled
before the end of the semester if
weather permits.
Then, electrical wiring will
be pulled through the underground pipes.
It will be complete in May.
uVan Meter Hall — cost:
about $1.6 million; and
Preston Center — cost: about
$1 million
The renovations of Van Meter
and Preston were vetoed by
Gov. Ernie Fletcher. University
officials expect the projects to
be approved by legislators in
the next session.
Both are in the design
phase.
Construction
on
both
will begin in July if they’re
approved.
uHealth Services building
— cost: about $5.7 million
Health Services will move
into the new building in
December.
Contractors have installed
about half of the flooring and
are touching up the paint.
uCollege of Education —
cost: about $35 million
Demolition will begin in
February, and construction will
start during the summer.
The building is in the design
phase.
uEnergy conservation contract — cost: unknown
Several academic buildings
will be evaluated on energy
use.
Officials chose three semifinalist firms. Each will present
ideas to a committee. Officials
will choose one by January, and
that firm will begin its evaluation.
uAcademic Complex —
cost: about $595,000
The interior will be renovated after Health Services moves
into the new building.
The public health department will be in the Academic
Complex after renovation.
The project is in the design
phase.
uSouth Campus — total
cost: about $12.6 million
Additions to parking and
the South Campus building are
almost complete.
The new part of the building
will be open by the beginning
of spring semester.
Renovations to the interior
of South Campus will begin
in January and be finished in
June.
The roof of the Knicely
Center has been replaced.
Renovation of offices, an
upgrade of the heating and
cooling system and construction of a rotunda will begin in
January.
Reach Christina Howerton
at news@chherald.com.
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BIG RED DOLLARS
CAN BE USED AT ALL YOUR
FAVORITE PLACES OFF-CAMPUS!

New!

New!

760 Campbell Ln.
Buckhead Square
270.846.0110

704 Hwy 31-W. Bypass
270.842.8111

1705 US 31-W. Bypass
270.781.5684

New!

1122 Lovers Lane
270.842.4844

4700 Scottsville Road
270.782.9827

New!

3 LOCATIONS

3901 Scottsville Rd.
650 US 31-W. Bypass
270.781.1000
270.781.6063
2201 Stonehenge Ave.
270.781.9494

116 Old Morgantown Rd.
270.796.4143

801 State St.
270.842.6978

New!
New!

Bates Runner Dorm, Ground Floor
270.745.6155

2 LOCATIONS

390 US 31-W. Bypass
270.782.9911

1922 Russellville Rd.
270.782.0888

1920 Russellville Rd.
270.781.1516

More merchants coming soon!

bigreddollars.com
Big Red Dollars is part of the UGryd Network. Designed and produced by Off-Campus Advantage, LLC. ©2007

1633 US 31-W. Bypass
270.781.9700
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React

mobilize the base,” he said.
It will be a few months before
youth turnout is known. Fugate
said the youth vote is usually
significantly lower when the
Contined from page 1A
overall turnout is low. In elections
In his victory speech, in which people are uninterested,
Beshear spoke about the goals it tends to be magnified in young
that he had when he started people, he said.
campaigning.
Fletcher, who has served as
He spoke about good governor since 2004, said he
education for children, health accepts voters’ decision.
care and affordable prescription
“I’ll leave this office grateful
drugs for senior citizens and job for the privilege to have served,
opportunities for everyone.
comforted with the knowledge
“Well, my friends, that time that every decision I made, I
is here,” he said. “And that made with a clear conscience,”
time is now.”
he said.
President Gary Ransdell
Local Democrats met last
said it’s hard to predict how night to watch election results.
having a new governor will
An e-mail sent out from the
affect Western because the Warren County Democrats’
election just ended.
headquarters
instructed
Ransdell said his contact Democrats to meet at Mariah’s
with Beshear leads him to restaurant at 6 p.m.
believe that higher education
Democrats
from
the
will be a priority for Beshear.
community, including former
“I believe he understands the mayor Patsy Sloan, filled the
link between higher education tables around the bar.
and economic development,”
Sloan said she worked with
he said.
Beshear when he was attorney
Ransdell said he’s setting general in the early 1980s.
up a meeting with Beshear She was a co-chairwoman
to discuss restoring vetoed on his project, the Kentucky
projects and supporting the Tomorrow Commission.
higher education
“He believed
budget. Several
in bringing people
Western capital
together to work
projects
were
for a solution,”
vetoed
during
Sloan said. “So, I
the 2006 budget
have a tremendous
session.
amount of belief
The Kentucky
in him to bring
secretary of state’s
people together to
office estimates that
address the hard
voter turnout was
issues.”
about 38 percent.
Sloan
and
— Gary Ransdell
That’s one of
other
attending
President
the lowest voter
Democrats said
turnouts in a gubernatorial race they expected a landslide
in Kentucky history, said Lou victory because of Fletcher’s
Fugate, deputy assistant to the alleged corruption. Fletcher
secretary of state.
was indicted on misdemeanor
Fugate said that many people charges for alleged patronage.
have suggested the low turnout
“Gov. Fletcher was not a
is because voters weren’t good governor,” said Bonnie
interested in the candidates Gibson, vice chairwoman of
who were running for governor. the Democratic party in Warren
People are more likely to vote County. “We need a change.
if they’re enthusiastic about We need someone honest who
is going to work well in this
who’s running, he said.
There were a lot of people state for both parties.”
The College Democrats
who were frustrated with
Fletcher who decided not to had their own short meeting to
vote, said Scott Lasley, assistant announce the outcome in the
Downing University Center at
political science professor.
“The Republicans couldn’t 8:30 p.m.

“I believe he
understands the
link between
higher education
and economic
development.”

Republicans also met to
view election results.
About 13 people met at the
Warren County Republican
headquarters last night.
Bowling Green junior John
Whitaker cited casinos as the
main issue in the election.
“They’ll be solving one
problem and creating five new
ones by bringing casinos to
Kentucky,” he said.
Several people at the
gathering were shocked at
7:10 p.m. when Democrat
Todd Hollenbach announced
his victory in the state treasurer
election with 55 percent of
precincts reporting.
“He couldn’t wait 30
minutes?” said Bowling Green
resident George Walenga.
“That’s so rude! That’s the
kind of person you’re going to
get if the Democrats win.”
At 7:57 p.m., when Fletcher
gave his concession speech,
everybody gathered around
the TV. Except for scattered
laughter and occasional
intejections, it was the only
time during the night that there
was complete silence.
“It’s a damn shame that we
didn’t get the right guy in,”
Union sophomore Shane Noem,
vice chairman of the College
Republicans, said after the speech.
“But now people will have to deal
with him for four years.”

In other races:

Attorney
general
—
Democrat Jack Conway
defeated Republican Stan Lee
with 60 percent of the vote.
Secretary of state —
Republican Trey Grayson
held onto his position with
57 percent. His opponent was
Democrat Bruce Hendrickson.
State auditor — Democrat
Crit Luallen was reelected over
Republican Linda Greenwell
with 59 percent.
State treasurer — Hollenbach
was elected over Republican
Melinda Wheeler with 58
percent.
Comissioner of agriculture
— Republican incumbent Richie
Farmer beat Democrat David
Lynn Williams with 64 percent.
Reach the reporters
at news@chherald.com.

scott mcintyre/Herald

(Above) Political science department head
Saundra Audrey, middle, and assistant professor Scott Lasley, right, political analysts
for WBKO, were interviewed by Gene Birk,
left, on the 9 p.m. news Tuesday. (Right)
Seniors Dave Thomas, membership director of the WKU College Democrats, and
President Tim Morris celebrate the election
of Steve Beshear as Kentucky’s new governor at Buffalo Wild Wings with a few fellow
College Democrats.
Armando sanchez/Herald

Engagement
Continued

from page

1A

WKBO
allotted
the
professors two one-and-a-halfminute segments on the 9 p.m.
news and one three-minute
segment on the 10 p.m. news.
Each professor had 30 seconds
to answer each question.
“Condensing what you have
to say in 30 seconds is difficult,
especially when you have to
make it understandable for
the people who don’t follow
politics,” Ardrey said.
Lasley said it’s especially
hard for professors to make a
point in that time when they’re
used to having an entire class
period to do so.
The professors said they had
been expecting more air time.
Ardrey and Lasley, along with
several other Western professors,

are involved in community
events to encourage students to
be politically engaged.
Ardrey is adviser for the
College Democrats, and Lasley
is adviser for the College
Republicans.
“We model the kind of
behavior that we want our
students to show,” Ardrey said.
They encourage students to
get involved through Western’s
Political Engagement Project.
The program’s purpose
is to create an atmosphere in
which students and faculty are
conscious about their political
participation.
The project theme for the
2007-08 academic year is “The
Great Conversation.”
This semester, project
organizers have hosted two
events. The first, “Your Voice,
Does it Matter?” was in
September. During the event,
students talked about why
they think their generation is

politically uninvolved.
The second, “Stamp Out
Global Warming,” will continue
until Jan. 31, when universities
across the nation will organize
a “National Teach-In,” in which
professors will lecture on global
warming.
Other departments involved
in the program include the
communication
studies
department, the art department
and the special education
department.
Luella Teuton, assistant
professor of special instructional
programs, has students who
are currently working with
the community’s Head Start
program.
She said she hopes students
will realize the importance of
education at the Head Start
level and become more active
in promoting it.
Reach Danielle Bullock
at news@chherald.com.

NOW
PLAYING

AN AUTONOMOUS FILMS RELEASE HALCYON PICTURES LIMITED AND ADAM SHERMAN INC. PRESENT A NO MATTER PICTURES PRODUCTION IN ASSOCIATION WITH CRISPY FILM A FILM BY GORAN DUKIC “WRISTCUTTERS: A LOVE STORY” PATRICK FUGIT SHANNYN SOSSAMON SHEA WHIGHAM
LESLIE BIBB MIKAL P. LAZAREV WITH JOHN HAWKES AND TOM WAITS CASTING BY SHANNON MAKHANIAN VISUAL EFFECTS SUPERVISOR CHRIS DAWSON MUSIC SUPERVISOR ROBIN URDANG MUSIC BY BOBBY JOHNSTON DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY VANJA CERNJUL EXECUTIVE PRODUCER JONATHAN SCHWARTZ
PRODUCERS ADAM SHERMAN CHRIS COEN TATIANA KELLY MIKAL P. LAZAREV BASED ON THE NOVELLA “KNELLERS HAPPY CAMPERS” BY ETGAR KERET WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY GORAN DUKIC

NOW
PLAYING

CINEMARK

GREAT ESCAPE 12 KENTUCKY THEATRE VILLAGE CINEMA 8 LEXINGTON GREEN MOVIES 8

323 GREAT ESCAPE AVENUE
BOWLING GREEN

1/2 PAGE WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
11.5" X 10"
C Y
M K

214 E. MAIN STREET
LEXINGTON

4014 DUTCHMANS LANE
LOUISVILLE

200 LEXINGTON GREEN CIRCLE
LEXINGTON
CONSULT THEATRE DIRECTORIES AND LISTINGS FOR SHOWTIMES

C Y
M K

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

CINEMARK

CINEMARK 16

FAYETTEVILLE MALL
FAYETTEVILLE

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

November 8, 2007

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Don’t let your major define you
That’s What She Said
Heather Ryan

So, forced to plan out the next
four years, I quickly decided on
political science for the sole
reason that I had a crush on my
political science teacher during
my sophomore year.
Needless to say, it wasn’t the
smartest decision.
But I, like so many others,
felt forced to plan out my life
at 18.
How do we know if the career
we’ve chosen for ourselves is
the right one? How do we know
something in the future won’t
flip everything upside down and
change our perception of who
we really are?
That’s why I came here.
I changed my mind midway
through my first semester at
UK, and wanted to be a writer.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

SGA researching
use of study day
MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter

t

Student
Government
Association President Jeanne
Johnson said she’s torn.
SGA senators are researching to see if they should push
for the reinstatement of the
study day on the last Friday of
finals week.
Johnson said she’s heard
equal response from students
who say they’d use the day
appropriately and those who
say they wouldn’t.
The University Calendar
Committee chose not to recommend the study day this year
because they didn’t believe
students were using it appropriately, said Freida Eggleton,
registrar and UCC chairwoman.
The day was also removed
because of the way breaks fall.
Friday classes wouldn’t have
enough instructional time with
the study day, she said.
If the day were to be reinstated, the UCC would have to
discuss the benefits of doing
so and recommend the change
to Provost Barbara Burch, she
said.
Johnson said she can see
why the removal of the study
day was necessary, but if SGA
finds that students would use
the study day appropriately,
SGA would push to have the
day placed on the calendar

Page 11A

College Heights Herald

COLUMN

Some people have it all figured out. From the day they’re
born, they know the path they’re
going to take in life. They know
what career they want to have,
the type of person the want to
marry — everything.
I’m not one of those people.
I’ve tried.
I’ve tried planning my life,
following that path, or “staying the course,” as our friend
“Dubya” would say. But for me,
it doesn’t work.
I can remember the day I
had to figure it all out. I was a
senior in high school, and was
about to register for my first
college classes at the University
of Kentucky.
They asked me, “what’s your
major?”
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again.
“It would have to be for the
right reasons,” she said.
The Academic Affairs
Committee will create paper
and online surveys about student use of the study day, committee chairman Drew Eclov
said.
SGA can find a better compromise if the surveys show
that students want the study
day and would use it, Johnson
said.
“I think ‘why’ is the key,”
she said.
In other business:
SGA took preliminary nominations of faculty and students
for the University Complaints
Committee at the meeting
Tuesday.
The nominees will be contacted to see if they accept the
nominations, and University
Senate will choose students
and faculty for the committee
at the next meeting at 3:45
p.m. on Nov. 15 in the Garrett
Conference Center ballroom.
The committee is the last
step in the system for students
and faculty who disagree on
grades.
The committee only meets
in extreme circumstances, said
Cherieth Lineweaver, SGA
administrative vice president.
Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.

News brief

‘Pass the Pepper, Prez’ fund raiser returns
Western’s chapter of the Public Relations Student Society of
America is hosting its second annual “Pass the Pepper, Prez”
fund-raising auction.
The highest bidder in each of the auction’s five categories will
attend a group dinner with President Gary Ransdell and his wife,
Julie Ransdell. The categories are student, faculty, staff, alumni
and community.
Proceeds from the auction will go toward the PRSSA to be
used on student conference trips and other professional development opportunities.
Bids can be placed until 4 p.m. Sunday at www.wku.edu/ransdell100. More auction rules are posted on the Web site.
The date and time of the dinner will be decided by the
President’s office, based on schedules.
— Amber Coulter

Every
Tuesday
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Thursday
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In the back of mind I still wonder if I made the right decision
this time around.
For a long time, I envied
those around campus that flaunted their undeclared status. They
knew they had no clue and they
were honest about it.
Many of us who have decided on a major either hate it,
want to do something else or
don’t know if it’s the right
thing for us.
That’s why I like those who
are undeclared. They don’t
cover up their uncertainty with
a major they don’t know if they
like, or a series of classes that
may turn out to be useless.
I, too, have a few credits that
are worthless.
You have to hand it to the
undeclared. They’re the ones
who are most sure of themselves the whole time. They
know they still have options.
The point is, hardly anyone
really knows what they want

to do in high school or the first
year of college, really. Even if
you think you do, in the back of
your mind there will always be
that inkling of doubt.
So why try to plan for it like
you do? Who knows who they
really are at 18? At 22?
Don’t fret if you’re not a
lucky undeclared, though. Just
make sure that you don’t define
who you are just through your
major.
After we all walk the line,
we can take the piece of paper
we receive and do whatever we
want with it. There’s no law that
says we have to get a job in that
field.
We can do what we want,
what feels right — right then.
Figure it out as we go.
That’s my plan. That’s as
figured out as it’s going to get
for now.

Reach Heather Ryan
at diversions@chherald.com.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

SGA budgets early
to maximize funds
MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter
Student
Government
Association senators are big
spenders.
But they say they want
to spend the money in their
$110,000 budget wisely, so
they’ve designated most of the
organization’s money to avoid
having any left over at the end
of the semester.
SGA had about $10,000
left over last year. The specific amount is undetermined
and will be available in January,
said Cherieth Lineweaver, SGA
administrative vice president.
“Basically, we’re just being
a lot more hands-on with it,”
Lineweaver said. “I guess I’m
just constantly being money
conscious.”
Money not used by SGA
is absorbed into the Campus
Activities Board/SGA budget, and CAB decides where
the money will go, said Brad
Wheeler, budgets and resources
manager.
Potential projects for this
year include the following:
SGA has $2,200 left for
operation expenses, such as
printing and travel.
SGA also has $1,540 left
for public relations, including
buying materials and money
designated to the public relations committee.
There is $53,400 in the budget for programs on campus.
Some programs include
keeping the library open two
extra hours during finals, organizational aid, senior recognition and Provide-a-Ride.
Provide-a-Ride is a transportation service available to students on Friday and Saturday
from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
SGA gives $3,000 each to
the community college and the
Glasgow campus.

SGA doesn’t monitor the
money the community college and the Glasgow campus
spend.
SGA received $5,000 from
the dining services contractor
ARAMARK, and the organization has more than $4,000 left
after purchasing hot chocolate
and other supplies for Walk
Out Western, a demonstration
supporting getting more state
money for higher education.
SGA has $8,000 in its budget not yet specifically designated.
This money is left for
potential legislation that would
require SGA to spend money.
President Jeanne Johnson
said SGA might spend some of
the none-designated money to
send protesters to Frankfort to
lobby for more state support.
Charley Pride, director of
student activities and organizations, said Lineweaver and the
rest of SGA are doing an outstanding job.
Pride said senators are thinking about how to spend the
money and working toward
projects.
“They’re not only spending
money, but spending it wisely,”
Pride said.
Instability in the organization made spending money
more difficult, Pride said.
Former President Rob Watkins
stepped down, and some senators weren’t getting along, so
passing legislation was difficult.
Now that there is stability
in SGA and the members are
getting along, they can focus on
spending instead of each other,
he said.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers begin
season with high hopes
and excitement
a team,” Cowles said. “There
are several key players on that
team with experience in the
The Lady Toppers are postseason and the WNIT. I
beginning this season like expect that they’re going to
the last one ended, with the come in here really excited
Women’s National Invitation about the opportunity to open
Tournament.
up their season as well.”
But unlike last season’s loss
The preseason WNIT also
to Wisconsin, Western hopes has a new format, moving from
to win it all against a talented single elimination to each
field of teams.
team being guaranteed three
“We are excited to get our games.
season started,” coach Mary
Western and ETSU are part
Taylor Cowles said. “We are of a preseason WNIT field that
looking forward to other com- includes Louisiana State, a
petition
besides
Final Four team
each other, and we
last season, who
are faced with a
are
currently
real tough challenge
ranked fifth in
right off the bat.”
the nation in both
Western opens
the preseason
their regular seaAssociated Press
son Friday with
and the ESPN/
a game against — Mary Taylor Cowles USA
Today
East
Tennessee
polls.
Lady Toppers coach
State in the preOther teams
season Women’s
making up the
National Invitation
field
include
Tournament.
2005 national
The Lady Toppers are 3-2 champion Maryland, ranked
all-time against the Lady Bucs, fourth in both polls, as well
with Western winning 86-56 in as nationally ranked teams
the teams’ last game during the Michigan State and Notre
2005-2006 season.
Dame.
“We don’t know much about
Despite the talented field
them,” said fifth-year senior that may lay ahead of them,
guard Charlotte Marshall. senior forward Crystal Kelly
“We’ll hit on that later on in said that the team is focused on
film and tomorrow’s practice. Friday’s game.
Once we get on the practice
“All the teams in this tournacourt we will know more about ment are great,” Kelly said. “Any
them.”
team can step up. We just want
East Tennessee, who is also to make a statement and win one
playing in their first game of game at a time.”
the season, has two players that
Kelly said that with all the
averaged double figures last practices and preparation, she is
year. Senior forward Michele excited about the upcoming seaDeVault led the team with 12.4 son.
points per game. Sophomore
“I’ve been anticipating this the
guard Siarre Evans wasn’t far entire summer,” Kelly said. “So I
behind, averaging 12.2 points am ready to just stop playing
and leading the team with 7.3 against my teammates and start
rebounds per game.
playing against other people.”
The Lady Bucs also joined
The Lady Toppers tip-off
the Lady Toppers in the post- their preseason WNIT play at 6
season WNIT last season, los- p.m. tomorrow at Diddle Arena.
ing to Western Carolina 91-63
Reach Chris Acree
in the first round.
“They are very together as at sports@chherald.com.
CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter

“...We are faced
with a real
tough challenge
right off the bat”

Herald reporter Amber Coulter
contributed to this article.
Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Tops ready for season opener
ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter
The Toppers have played 80
minutes of basketball in two
exhibition games so far.
Tomorrow night, the minutes
start counting.
Western opens the regular
season tomorrow about 8:30
p.m. against Kennesaw State.
The Toppers face the same
team they opened with last season and faced minimal turbulence from, cruising to a 94-55
victory at Kennesaw State.
Coach Darrin Horn called his
current squad a different team
from last year.
“It’s a more focused team,”
Horn said. “It’s a more mature
team. Our two best players are
playing like your two best players are supposed to.”
There are other differences

Advance
Continued

from page

14A

Senior goalkeeper Meredith
Goodson played the whole
game in goal, making six
saves.
Western now advances to
face North Texas in a semifinal match tonight at 7 p.m.
The Mean Green, the number four seed in the tournament, defeated LouisianaLafayette 3-1 on Wednesday.
With just under 24 hours
until the semifinals, Neidell
said his players will focus
on stretching and treatment
before the match.
“It’s all about mental toughness at this point,”
Neidell said.
The match is set for 7 p.m.
tonight in Mobile, Ala.

Neidell, Thomas, four
others receive awards

Sophomore
defender
Morgan Thomas was named
Sun Belt Conference Player
of the Year at the annual
pre-tournament banquet on
Tuesday. While mainly a
defensive player, she scored
four goals this season.

as well.
Sophomore guard A.J.
Slaughter will be a part of the
starting lineup on Friday. It was
a year ago, in his college debut,
that in 20 minutes of action,
Slaughter scored 18 points. But
much of Slaughter’s focus early
this season has been on the
defensive end.
“I think it picked up a whole
lot from the Campbellsville
game,” Slaughter said. “I felt
great in the (Kentucky) State
game. I was coming off a little
bug in the Campbellsville game,
so I think my defense is right
where it needs to be.”
Senior
guard
Tyrone
Brazelton isn’t nervous, but
anxious for the game tomorrow.
“This is something we live
for,” Brazelton said. “This is
what we do, we love doing it.

RYAN CAREY
Herald reporter

Coach

Thomas was also named
to the All-Sun Belt first team.
Joining her on the first team
were Goodson and senior
midfielder Alicia Dalby.
Earning all-Sun Belt
second-team honors were
Outerbridge and sophomore
defender Rachel Friedman.
Neidell was named the Sun
Belt Conference Coach of the
Year.
“These individual awards
were really team awards,”
Neidell said. “It was great to
see the girls congratulating
their teammates at the banquet.”
Reach Chris Acree
at sports@chherald.com.

PIGS
FLY!

YOU JUST HAVE TO MAKE THEM
INTO SANDWICHES FIRST.

FREAKY

Good!

J I M M YJ O H N S . C O M

Japeth Aguilar, a junior from
Pampanga, Phillippines,
goes up for a dunk against
Campbellsville during Friday
night’s exhibition game. The
Toppers beat the Tigers 9467. The Toppers will take on
Kennesaw State tomorrow in
Diddle Arena.
CODY DUTY/Herald

™

™

want to get this year.”
It will not be a matter solely
in their hands. Missouri State
must also lose or tie with Drake
in their Saturday match in order
for Western to punch their ticket
to the MVC tournament.
Bradley is tied for first place
in the Missouri Valley and has
not lost a conference match yet
this season.
For junior midfielder/forward Dustin Downey, getting
the seniors into the tournament
is a top priority.
“It’s real important to me,”
Downey said. “And especially
(to get this win) for the seniors,
because I don’t think any of them
have been to the conference tournament and neither have I.”
Even the younger Toppers

feel that the seniors should get a
shot to prove themselves in the
conference, sophomore forward
Brad Magnuson said.
“I think everyone is pushing for them to get into it,” he
said. “I’d say that’s definitely
motivation.”
Western has scored six fewer
goals than Bradley, but has also
allowed 12 more goals this season.
The best thing the defense
can do to make sure they get into
the tournament is provide a shutout for the team, Schroeder said.
“My main thing is if they
don’t score, we don’t lose,” he
said. “I’m pretty set on winning,
because if you come in thinking
there’s a chance you can lose, in
the back of your mind the pressure can be too much.”

The Toppers must focus on
winning on the road, a place that
has been unkind to them this
season. They picked up their first
road victory of the season in last
weekend’s 5-1 win at Mercer.
If Western fails to make it
into the tournament, some of the
seniors may be left longing for
something they never achieved in
their collegiate career.
“There will be something
missing from it,” Shroeder said.
“I’ve always wanted to accomplish that.”
Western’s final shot at the
conference tournament will be
played out in the 7 p.m. match
on Saturday at Bradley.
Reach Ryan Carey
at sports@chherald.com.

SWIMMING & DIVING

Toppers split at Georgia Tech
The last three seasons, Coach
Bruce Marchionda said his
program has tried to beef up
the Topper and Lady Topper
schedules, taking major conference opponents like Maryland,
Duke and Louisville, as well as
mid-major powerhouses such as
Oakland and Wright State.
The men’s program cashed
in on that enhanced schedule
this weekend, defeating Atlantic
Coast Conference affiliate
Georgia Tech 126-117.
“Georgia Tech was big win
for program,” Marchionda said.
“They are one of the top teams in
ACC. To go down into their house
and beat them on men’s side was a
great step for program.”
The meet was closely contested, with Western (5-0)
needing the 400-yard freestyle

CAN

1 9 1 6 R U S S E L LV I L L E RD.
2 70 . 3 9 3 . 8 8 8 4

With a shot at the Missouri
Valley Conference tournament on the line, Western’s
(3-11-4, 0-4-1 Missouri Valley
Conference) match against
Bradley (11-4-3, 3-0-2 MVC)
could possibly be the biggest
match for a Topper senior class
that has never been to the conference tournament.
Western is fighting for a spot
in the tournament, but in order to
do so, must win against Bradley.
“It hasn’t set well,” senior
goalkeeper Kyle Schroeder said.
“It’s always been a goal every
year and to not have accomplished it kinda hurts every year.
So, it’s definitely something we

DAVID HARTEN
Herald reporter

TURNS OUT,

AMERICA’S # 1 SANDWICH DELIVERY!

Reach Andrew Robinson
at sports@chherald.com.

Team looks to rally around seniors

— Jason Neidell

FAST!

Horn said he thinks there is
always excitement at the start
of the season, whether you’re a
player or a coach.
“You do it because you’re
passionate about it and because
you love everything it brings
you in terms of being able to
compete and doing something
that you love,” Horn said.

MEN’S SOCCER

“These individual
awards were really team awards.
It was great to
see the girls congratulating their
teammates at the
banquet.”

FREAKY

We’re just excited to get out
there again. This game really
means something, so we’re trying to make a statement.”
Last year, the Toppers made
an offensive statement, opening their season shooting 59
percent from the field against
Kennesaw State.
Horn said he expects the
Owls to bring a few guys who
are athletic and have the ability
to score, namely in senior guard
Ronell Wooten and senior forward Shaun Stegall.
On the injury front, Horn
said sophomore forward Jeremy
Evans is expected to start,
despite tweaking his ankle in
practice on Tuesday. Redshirt
junior Matt Maresca has been
battling a back injury, and Horn
said that the doctors were evaluating Maresca’s status yesterday
afternoon.

relay team of freshman Greg
Gerum, junior Lukasz Herbst
and seniors Brian Lewis and
Francis Gilmore to pull out a
0.3 second victory in the day’s
final event to win the meet.
The Lady Toppers (4-1)
faced a similar situation, with
their meet going down to the
final events. They finished on
the short end, however, falling to
the Yellow Jackets 135.5-107.5.
Despite the loss, Marchionda
was optimistic.
“That was a great meet for
our women,” Marchionda said.
“... We were able to take them
down to the wire, and we’re
very pleased with where we are
at this point in the season.”
The Topper and Lady Topper
freshmen continued to make
steady contributions to the team
against Georgia Tech. Along
with Gerum’s performance in
the 400 free relay, freshman

Sean Shannon finished third in
the 100-yard freestyle.
For the Lady Toppers, freshman Brittany Doss took top
honors in the 200-yard breastroke. Freshmen Krista Mantay
and Claire Donahue both turned
in second place performances in
the meet.
“I think we did amazing,”
junior Jessica Aspinall said.
“Even though we didn’t win, we
came together as a team more so
than any other time this year. I
can’t say enough about how well
this team has come together.”
The team will take a week
off from competition before
returning to host the Hilltopper
Invitational Nov. 16-18 at the
Bill Powell Natatorium.
Marchionda said the team will
focus on the swimmers developing a third event to race for the
Sun Belt Conference meet in the
Invite.

“We’ll be training hard and
focusing hard on the details of
races,” Marchionda said. “If
they develop third event, we can
be stronger in the Sun Belt.”

Aspinall named SBC
Swimmer of the Week

Aspinall was named Sun Belt
Conference women’s swimmer
of the week for her performance
at the Georgia Tech dual meet.
Aspinall won the 50-yard freestyle and the 200-yard backstroke.
Her time in the 200 back against
the Yellow Jackets is the fastest
on the team this season. Aspinall
also has the quickest time on the
team in the 100 back.
“Its exciting,” she said. “I’ve
only gotten it once before, in
my freshman year, so the award
is pretty sweet.”
Reach David Harten
at sports@chherald.com.

Western Kentucky University
Department of Theatre & Dance
presents

She Stoops to Conquer
by Oliver Goldsmith

Russell H. Miller Theatre
Ivan Wilson Fine Arts Center

©2007 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Herald

Nov 8—10 & 12—13 at 8:00 pm
Sunday Nov 11 at 3:00 pm
Tickets: $10.00 ~ Students & Srs: $8.00
Reservations: 270-745-3121

Student News. Faculty News.
Alumni News. All News.
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“We’ve got the motivation,”
junior middle hitter Megan
Argabright said. “It’s not only
that it’s Middle Tennessee, but
also because what’s on the line.”
For senior middle hitter
Jenna Gideon, the match is
an opportunity to finish her
career at Western with a fourth
consecutive division title, and
the eighth consecutive division
title for the Lady Topper
program.
“I mean, it’s Middle
Tennesse,”
Gideon
said.
“Biggest rival, so there’s
motivation, and it is for the
regular season championship. I
don’t think we need any more
motivation than that.”
The Lady Toppers look a
little different than they did on
that Monday night in October
when Middle Tennessee had no
answers for them.
Gideon has battled a shoulder
injury. Freshman middle hitter
Emily Teegarden has come off
the bench and shown glimpses
of her potential both at the
middle and the right side.
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Travel
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“Unfortunately, we’re not
at the strength we were the last
time we played them,” Hudson
said. “But our system works
well against Middle Tennessee
and we’ll have to play the best
match we’ve played this year.”
A year ago at this time, the
roles for the two teams were
flipped. Middle Tennessee was
a match down in the standings,
and the team came into Diddle
Arena and beat Western, 3-1.
MTSU took a share of the East
title and the No. 1 seed in the
conference tournament. They
went on to win the tournament.
There will be no sharing this
year.
“It’s been 11 months that
we’ve been trying to put
ourselves in a position to win
a championship,” Hudson said.
“And here we are.”
The Lady Toppers have lost two
matches since they beat MTSU
the first time. However, the loss
to Western has remained the Blue
Raiders’ lone Sun Belt blemish.
“With one to go, we’ve
got everything in front of us,
and that’s all you can ask for,”
Hudson said.
Reach Andrew Robinson
at sports@chherald.com.
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receivers this season. He has
also rushed 419 yards and has a
team-high nine touchdowns.
Troy’s record leads the Sun
Belt and their three losses have
all come against Southeastern
Conference teams, all of which
were ranked in the top 25 at the
time. The Trojans dominated
Big 12 opponent Oklahoma
State 41-23 on Sept. 14.
“We know it’s going to
be a big-time game,” senior
wide receiver Jamar Jones said.
“They’re going to come in here
with high hopes just like we
are. But we’re just going to play
hard and try to win this game.”
Troy leads the series 4-0-1,
winning in the last four meetings. The two teams last met in
September of 1995, where the
Trojans earned a 56-39 victory.
It will be the second time
Troy has visited Western on
their Homecoming. The Toppers
dropped the 39-23 decision in
October, 1991.
“This is the best team we
play this year besides Florida,”

All utilities PAID!
1 BR $539; 2 BR $589
3 Minutes to Campus!
Fitness/Business Center
coming Fall 2007! New
hardwood! Sparkling Pool! Now
Pre-Leasing for Winter/Spring
Semester. Call 781-5471

1, 2 & 3 Bdrms.

Nice 2 bdrm apt for rent.
Close to campus.
1328 Adams St. $375/month.
NO PETS.
Lease and deposit required.
Call 846-2397.

••••••••••••••••••••

Extra Nice Apartments
Newly REMODELED Inside

New 21 Station Fitness

Center and Business Center.
Adjacent to WKU shuttle.
Call 842-4063 or visit

www.cameronparkapts.com

••••••••••••••••••••

Office Space for Rent
Large 1800 sq. ft.

Location: 2052 Russellville Rd.
Bowling Green, KY .

Will re-model to suit your

needs. For more information
call 270-843-8722 or
270-535-2886.

••••••••••••••••••••

For Rent

Lampkin Place

Must See To Appreciate

and
Hillside Apartment
communities

3 Bedroom, 1 Bath Downstairs

* One and Two Bedrooms
* Close to Campus

Hardwood Floors

Call Abby, Jessica or
Shannon for more information.

1359 High St.

Large Bedrooms

Tile Kitchen & Bath
$900 month

$500 month

Please call (270) 535-1155

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

Call today for new pricing.
782-8282
www.chandlerproperty
management.com

••••••••••••••••••••

Apartment Hunting?

Call Today 270-782-8282 or visit

www.chandlerpropertymanagement.com
Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject
to the Fair Housing Act of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex, or national origin, handicapped status, families with children, or any
intention to make such a preference, limitation or discrimination.” This
newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.
Please notify the Fair Housing Council at 502-583-3247 or 1-800-5583247 if you feel there has been a violation.

to place a

For Sale

••••••••••••••••••••

Pets & Animals
Having puppies or kittens??
Sell ••••••••••••••••••••
them here! Call 745-2653

Miscellaneous

New Construction Houses
located near Water Park.
3 Bdrm, 2 full baths,
new appliances, 2 car garage.
NO PETS.
1000/mo. rent/deposit.
Please Phone 270-268-0825.

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

Furnished 4 bdrm. on
corner of Park & Cabell
$585/mo. Please call 784-4550.

••••••••••••••••••••

Close to WKU
1 bdrm apartment $325/mo.
plus deposit & some utilities.
796-7949.
Roommate wanted!
2 bedroom apt. $225/mo. +
deposit & some utilities.
Phone 796-7949.
Close to Campus.

••••••••••••••••••••

Cabell Gardens Fall 2008
Executive apartments, one
block from WKU,
2 or 3 bedroom $250 each.
Parking, W/D all appliances.
1504 Park Street.
Call 270-781-9182

Lost & Found
A set of keys were found in
front of Garrett Conference
Center. Volkswagon key plus

other keys and gadgets on the
ring. Please Call 745-2653
to describe and claim.
Note to Readers: The College
Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim.
Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card
information.

Classified Ad??

Pricing: $6 for first 15 words 30¢ each additional word
Deadlines: Tues. Paper- 4pm Fri., Thurs. Paper- 4pm Tues.
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the lead team in the Sun Belt.
u ESPN bracketologist
Joe Lunardi has the Toppers
penciled in as a 12-seed in
the NCAA Tournament this
season.
I don’t have enough
room to display all the
predictions, but the talent
under Horn’s watch should
justify them all this season:
they return all five regular
starters, and enough depth
makes their practices more
competitive than some of
the teams they’ll play this
season.
On the forefront, Courtney
Lee and Tyrone Brazelton
are poised to cement their
legacies in their final season
of college basketball.
They’ll have plenty of
help around them.
Guard A.J. Slaughter and
forward Jeremy Evans could
possibly be the most talented
sophomore tandem on the
conference, combining for
13.1 points and 7.4 boards

per game last season.
The
coaching
staff
used their recruiting roots
to pull in Kentucky “Mr.
Basketball”
Steffphon
Pettigrew, a man-child post
player in D.J. Magley and
a versatile forward in B.J.
Frazier.
With all this ability, the
only real problem may be
that there aren’t enough balls
on the court during pregame
shoot-around.
The basic consensus is
that Western will field a team
that should not only contend
for, but WIN the Sun Belt
Conference
tournament
championship and earn the
conference’s automatic berth
into the Dance.
A lofty prediction? With
the talent encompassed in the
season, it doesn’t seem like
it.
The bottom line is that,
come March, another year
should be hanging on the
Sun Belt Championship
and NCAA tournament
appearance banners in Diddle:
The year 2008.
Reach David Harten
at sports@chherald.com.

Savannah Thomas, Classifieds Manager

Close to WKU
2 bdrm house $450/mo.
plus deposit & some utilities.
796-7949.

••••••••••••••••••••

Want

Reach Will Perkins
at sports@chherald.com.

Guys & Girls Haircuts $6.00
Barber College of South
Central Kentucky. 782-3261

••••••••••••••••••••

2 Bedroom, 1 Bath Upstairs
Tile Kitchen & Bath

Elson said. “From a talent perspective, they are operating at
a very high level in all three
phases of the game.”
The Trojans lost to the
Gators 59-31 one week after the
Toppers’ 49-3 loss to the Gators
on Sept. 1.
Freshman linebacker Chris
Bullard said this contest will
be a measuring tool in how the
team compares to the best competition in the Sun Belt.
“I think if we come out and
do what we need to do, and we
take care of what we need to take
care of, it’s going to be a pretty
good game,” Bullard said.
The Toppers have shown they
can compete with SBC opponents
in their 20-17 victory at Middle
Tennessee State on Sept. 20.
Despite
this
being
Homecoming week and potential for distractions and pressures
associated with the game, Jones
said the team will treat this week
like any other and not get distracted by all of the festivities.
“We’re not building a float or
anything like that,” Jones said.
“We’re just going to go out there
and stick to the game plan.”

The College Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

For Rent

••••••••••••••••••••
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1 Bdrm. Apt.123 E. 11th St.
washer/dryer hookup $325,
2 Bdrm. 1425 State St. $425,
3 Bdrm. house 1301
Center St. $450,
2 Bdrm 1421 Neal $525.
Please Call 781-8307
for more information.
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For Rent

www.greenhavenapartments.com
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Textbooks

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Flexible hours
Part-time Sales position.
Could be multiple
openings competitive pay.
Neat appearance.
Sales or marketing
background preferred but not
required. 991-4919

Undercover Shoppers
Earn up to $150 per day.
Undercover Shoppers needed
to judge retail and dining
establishments. Exp. Not RE.
Call 800-722-4791

••••••••••••••••••••
Part-time delivery
driver needed.
Apply in person
1104 Broadway Ave.

••••••••••••••••••••

Runner needed for
busy law office
flexible hours
call Bonnie 782-2760.

Roommate Wanted
••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

Travel

Spring Break 2008
Sell Trips, Earn Cash & Go
free. Call for Group Discounts.
Best Deals Guaranteed!
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
800-648-4849 or
www.ststravel.com

••••••••••••••••••••

Spring Break 2008
Locally owned and operated.

Book Flights,

Resorts, Hotels,
Golf Tee Times,
Group Rates &

Price Matching

www.wkutravel.com

40% Commission goes to WKU

••••••••••••••••••••
# 1 Spring Break Website!
4 & 7 night trips to Bahama
Party Cruise, Panama City,
Acapulco, Cancun & more.
Low prices guaranteed.
Group discounts for 8+.
Book 20 people,
get 3 free trips!
Campus reps needed.
www. StudentCity.com or
call 800-293-1445.
••••••••••••••••••••

Evening laundry person
needed hours are 5pm-9pm.
M, T, Th, F and
every other weekend.
No experience necessary,
come by Harborside Health
Care 1381 Campbell Lane
to fill out applications. EOE.

••••••••••••••••••••

The College Heights Herald
is now hiring for the following
positions: Sales (Advertising
Department), Feature Writers,
News Staff, Artists and
an Online Assistant. The Herald
is a great Resume Builder!
Come by Garrett Conference
Center Room 122 to apply or call
745-2653 with any questions.

••••••••••••••••••••

Mid-South Paint and Design
is looking for a hardworking

person for deliveries, sales,
assisting customers in selecting
colors, and greeting public.

Approx. 20 hrs. Weekdays, Mon
- Fri, no nights.
Qualifications include
friendliness, dependable,
interest in interior design, and
self starter. Call Kirk at
843-0194 or come by
107 Emmett Ave.

••••••••••••••••••••

MTV SPRING BREAK
Panama City Beach

800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com
FREE SPRING BREAK
MODEL SEARCH CALENDAR*
*V ALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS .

C all today
C lassified !
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••••••••••••••••••••

Movie Extras.
New opportunities for
upcoming productions.
All looks needed no experience
required for cast calls.
Call 877- 218- 6224

••••••••••••••••••••

Qualified bicycle mechanic
with previous experience
in bike assembly and bike
repair. Good mechanical aptitude a plus. Please apply
in person to Nat’s Outdoor
Sports. 842-6211

••••••••••••••••••••

BRAVO Volleyball Club is

looking for qualified coaches.
If interested, please contact

BGClubVolleyball@insightbb.com

Tryouts are November 10th & 11th!

••••••••••••••••••••

Gamestakes.com a leading
entertainment website is
seeking 1 agent per university.
No sellingHuge income potential!
Email now:
playersU@gamestakes.com

••••••••••••••••••••

Earn $800-$3200 a month
to drive brand new cars

with ads placed on them.
Please visit

www.adcarreps.com

••••••••••••••••••••
Are you a
photojournalism
student
looking for a part-time
job and flexible hours?
A young man with a
disability would like your
help with pursuing his
interest in photography.
Duties include basic
instructions on camera use,
assistance with developing
a portfolio, and help with
meeting other photographers
and exploring the world of
photography. Qualified
candidates must be at least
18 years old, have a high
school diploma, and must
pass a pre-employment background check. LifeSkills offers paid training. For more
information contact
Penny Downey at
270-901-5000 x 1060.

C Y
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▼

INSIDE
Men’s Soccer

Seniors looked upon by
underclassmen. Page 12A

▼

EVENTS

Sports

Thursday, November 8, 2007
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com
COLUMN

VOLLEYBALL

OK... this
HAS to be
the year

Today

▼

Women’s Soccer vs. North
Texas, semifinals, Sun Belt
Conference tournament, 7
p.m., Mobile, Ala.

Friday

Volleyball at Middle
Tennessee State, 7 p.m.

Outside The ‘Box
David Harten

Women’s Soccer vs. TBA,
finals, Sun Belt Conference
tournament, TBA
Women’s Basketball vs.
East Tennessee State, 6
p.m., Diddle Arena

▼

Men’s Basketball vs.
Kennesaw State, 8:30 p.m.,
Diddle Arena

Saturday

Football vs. Troy, 4 p.m.,
Houchens Industries-L.T.
Smith Stadium

Evan Sisley/Herald

Junior defensive specialist Kelly Hofmeyer digs a ball against Troy University. The Lady Toppers defeated Troy 31 on Friday with Hofmeyer contributing with a personal match-high of 27 digs. Western plays at Middle Tennessee
tomorrow to decide the Sun belt East Division championship.

A familiar position
Lady Tops face MTSU to decide East division champion

Cross Country at NCAA
Regionals, Louisville.

t

Men’s Soccer at Bradley,
7 p.m.

Club sports

t

The Western men’s rugby
club team defeated Tennessee
Tech 37-12 at the Hattie L.
Preston Intramural Complex.
They will be hosting their
alumni games “The Old
Boys and Old Girls Game”
this Saturday at the Preston
Intramural Complex. The
men’s game begins at 10 a.m.
and the women will play at
1 p.m.
– WKU Sports Clubs

Sports Briefs

Tickets still available for
Sun Belt Classic

Western and Middle
Tennessee jointly announced
Wednesday that upper-level
tickets at the Sommet Center
for the Sun Belt Classic
doubleheader on Dec. 15
will go on sale to the general public Monday at 10a.m.
The doubleheader features
Middle Tennessee and No. 3
Memphis at 6 p.m. followed
by the Hilltoppers and No. 7
Tennessee at 8:30 p.m.
The lower and club levels
of the arena are already sold
out, and administrators at both
schools encourage fans to get
their tickets quickly.
The $15 tickets can be purchased by calling the WKU
Athletic Ticket Office at 270745-5222 or 1-800-5-BIGRED. They are also available
by visiting the ticket office
inside the U.S. Bank entrance
of Diddle Arena. Tickets are
also available by contacting
Ticketmaster.
The $15 ticket will secure
the same seat for both games.
– WKU Athletics

CONTACT
Sports Editor
DAVID HARTEN:
sports@chherald.com
Photo Editor
EVAN SISLEY:
photo@chherald.com

ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter
A fan walked up to coach Travis Hudson a
couple of weeks ago after the Lady Toppers had
swept Florida Atlantic.
He had a yellow piece of paper he had seen while
visiting Middle Tennessee State. It had a picture of
the Blue Raiders celebrating, and said to fans that
MTSU’s match against Western on Nov. 9 would
decide the Sun Belt East Division champion.
The flier also offered free admission.
The fan handed it to Hudson and said, “they’re
going to try to pack them in,” and offered Hudson an
opportunity to use it as motivation.

Hudson said, “Oh, I’ve got all I need.”
The flier was right about the match deciding
the division champion. The winner will also walk
away with the No. 1 seed in the upcoming Sun
Belt Tournament.
“My main motivation right now is to get them
healthy and try to kind of hit our stride and be
playing well,” Hudson said.
Plenty of motivational opportunities for Western
have come out of Murfreesboro since the Lady
Toppers swept MTSU on Oct. 15.
Following the match, Blue Raiders’ coach Matt
Peck said the Lady Toppers “weren’t the best team
(MTSU) has played up to that point.”
See Position,
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Everything seems in place in
Topperland.
Senior leadership, depth at every
position and a talented core of underclassmen are all things that Western
has going into the 2007-08 basketball
season.
These are all things that make up an
NCAA tournament-ready team.
This is the year coach Darrin Horn
and the Toppers break through to the
Big Dance. It has
to be. In his four
previous seasons
as coach, never
has he had a more
talented team.
With 67 years
of tradition hanging from the rafters in Diddle
Arena — 39
conference championships,
19
NCAA Tournaments, five Sweet
Sixteen appearances and a spot in the
1971 Final Four — anything less than a
trip to the NCAA tournament is not the
finish most Western fans ever envision
for a season, especially with a squad
that has as much hype surrounding it
as this one.
Judging by the preseason buzz, the
team should share the fans’ sentiment.
Members were picked by the Sun
Belt brass itself to win the East Division,
but that won’t be able to satisfy any
expectations this team has.
To realize all the potential projected for this season’s team, just take
a look around the Internet and view the
preseason predictions for the Toppers
from various respected analysts and
media outlets:
u ESPN.com columnist Pat Forde
named Western as one of his top five
“sleeper teams.”
u Sports Illustrated called Western

Sports
Illustrated
called
Western the
lead team
in the Sun
Belt.

See Column,

WOMEN’S SOCCER
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FOOTBALL

Lady Tops beat
South Alabama,
advance to semis
Chris Acree
Herald reporter
It’s not the World Cup, but the Lady Toppers
still defeated USA in the opening round of the Sun
Belt Conference tournament.
The University of South Alabama, that is.
“It was a very physical game,” coach Jason
Neidell said. “It’s a credit to (South Alabama)
coach Mike Varga and
his players. It was an
extremely hard and
extremely well-played
game.”
The Lady Toppers
defeated
South
Alabama 3-0 in the
first round of the Sun
Belt Conference tour— Jason Neidell
nament on last night.
Coach
Freshman forward
Mallory Outerbridge
scored
the
first
Western goal in the seventh minute off an assist
from freshman forward Amanda Buechel. Neither
team scored the remainder of the first half.
In the second half, sophomore midfielder
Kellie Walker added her fifth goal of the season,
followed by freshman forward Danielle Hogue’s
fifth goal of the season nearly eight minutes later
to seal the victory for the Lady Toppers.
“Mallory, Kellie and Danielle scored three
beautiful goals in the match,” Neidell said.

“It was an
extremely hard
and extremely
well-played
game.”

See ADVANCE,

page

12A

Luke Sharrett/Herald

Sophomore running back Marell
Booker runs the
ball during practice yesterday.
Western faces
Troy at 4 p.m.
Saturday .

Toppers face not-so-welcome
Homecoming game opponent
WILL PERKINS
Herald reporter
Teams typically schedule weaker opponents for
Homecoming games.
But for Western, this will
not just be another typical
Homecoming game.
This game will mark the first
time a Football Bowl Subdivision
opponent has ever traveled to
Bowling Green.
The Toppers (6-3) host Sun

Belt Conference afflilate Troy (63, 5-0 SBC) at 4 p.m. Saturday at
Houchens Industries-L.T. Smith
Stadium.
“It’s a sign of things to come
for our fans and for our players,”
coach David Elson said. “There’s
going to be big game atmosphere
right here in Houchens IndustriesL.T. Smith Stadium.”
Unlike its past three contests,
which were against Football
Championship
Subdivision
opponents, Western will face an

opponent that has an established
reputation in major college football.
The Trojans rank among the
top 20 nationally in passing yards
and total offense, averaging 452.7
yards per game, 284.7 through
the air.
Senior quarterback Omar
Haugabook has thrown for
2,391 yards with 14 touchdown passes to 12 different
See Home,
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top
secret

Float building encourages bonding, secrecy
EMILY ULBER
Herald reporter
Middleburg sophomore Ashley Shelley compares building a
Homecoming float to picking out the perfect prom dress.
“You want to look good,” the Alpha Omicron Pi sorority
member said. “But you want everyone to be surprised when they
see you.”
Several Western organizations are hard at work designing and
building their floats for this year’s Homecoming parade with the
theme, “Movin’ On Up.”
Float building has become a lasting tradition during
Homecoming week — and so has keeping the float secret until
it’s revealed at the parade.
Competition between organizations is fierce to see who will
have the best float.
Fraternities and sororities are paired up to work on the floats
together. This year, AOPi is working with Sigma Chi fraternity.
Brad Nelsen, a junior from Fox River Grove, Ill., is the
rush chairman for Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. He is also a
member of the Executive Council and has been participating
in Homecoming festivities for the past three years.
The month before Homecoming week is filled with extensive
planning, he said. The Greeks find out who their partners will be
and start designing their floats and buying the materials.
This year, the Lambda Chis are paired with Alpha Delta Pi
sorority and Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity.
Participating fraternities and sororities are not allowed to
begin working on their floats until noon on the Sunday of
Homecoming week.
“It’s a pride thing,” Nelsen said of the secrecy of the floatbuilding. “You’re trying to win so badly and you put so much

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
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behind
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themes
Homecoming looks to the future

time and effort into it. You don’t want anyone else to take advantage of your hard work.”
Hebron senior Cassie Neace is the president of AOPi. She said
that the sorority builds its float in a warehouse far away from
campus in order to protect it from vandals and maintain secrecy.
“It’s hardcore,” she said. “People will mess (your float) up.”
Neace and AOPi vice president Molly Bray, a junior from
Dublin, Ohio, said that the sororities use a process called “pomping” to decorate the floats.
“Pomping” involves crushing up pieces of colored tissue paper
and attaching it to chicken wire to decorate the floats.
“It’s a really big bonding time,” Neace said. “We’re doing
such a repetitive motion, but it’s relaxing.”
Neace and Bray said that the theme of the float is normally
decided by a graphic design major, and it must go along with the
theme of Homecoming.
Bray said while the women are more involved with decorating
and planning the float, men take over the heavy labor and transporting the materials.
“We couldn’t do it without them,” she said.
Owensboro sophomore Stephanie Rogier is a member of
Sigma Kappa sorority. Sigma Kappa is working with Kappa
Sigma fraternity and Sigma Nu fraternity.
She said her favorite part of building the float is getting to
know everyone.
“I really like the social aspect,” Rogier said. “We all talk to
each other and joke around, and we have music playing.”
But she said the float building is serious business.
“We get work done,” Rogier said. “It’s a group effort.”
Reach Emily Ulber
at diversions@chherald.com.

“It’s a pride thing. You’re trying to win so badly and you put so much time and
effort into it. You don’t want anyone else to take advantage of your hard work.”
— Brad Nelson
Fox River Grove, Ill. junior
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You found us.

KRISTEN LAWRENCE
Herald reporter
Western’s centennial has been the focus of
Homecoming themes for the past few years,
said Charley Pride, director of student activities and organizations.
This year’s theme, “Movin’ on Up,” is
meant to celebrate the university’s future.
The theme signifies Western’s transition
to the Football Bowl Subdivision (formally
Division I-A), as well other advances on
campus.
“The university as a whole is moving on
up, considering its new $200 million campaign for ‘Century of Spirit,’ and the renovations of residence halls and athletic programs
like the addition of the stadium or renovation
of the arena,” said Ginny Hensley, associate
director of alumni relations and annual giving.
Past themes have included “Celebrate
Traditions, Build Memories,” “American
Spirit – WKU Unites,” “Big Red’s Birthday
Bash,” and “A Century of Spirit.”
Union junior Dustin Clevidence said he
supports this year’s Homecoming theme.
“I think its a good theme because of
President (Gary) Ransdell’s new campaign,
‘New Century of Spirit,’” he said. “I think it
means as a university, we’re going to set new
goals, goals like international reach, academics, athletics, enrollment and overall standing
as a university.”
Hensley said this year’s theme is different
from previous years, and would be fun and
easy for students to participate in.
Jillian Bracewell, a senior from Brentwood,
Tenn. and a member of Alpha Gamma Delta
sorority, said it has been easy incorporating this year’s theme into a float for the
Homecoming parade.
“I really like the theme, ‘Movin’ on Up,’”
she said. “It says a lot about where the university is going. It’s a great theme that shows
Western is steadily improving.”
Though last year’s theme of “A Century
of Spirit” was Bracewell’s favorite, she is
looking forward to what the “Movin’ on Up”
theme will bring.
“Homecoming should be a lot of fun,”
Bracewell said. “I’m looking forward to
coming back to Western and seeing how its
changed and how we’ve ‘moved up.’”
Reach Kristen Lawrence
at diversions@chherald.com.

“I really like the theme
‘Movin’ on Up’. It says
a lot about where the
university is going. It’s a
great theme that shows
Western is steadily
improving.”

Your online home for Western news.
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— Jullian Bracewell
Brentwood senior
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2006 queen to crown new queen during halftime of Saturday’s game
the only factor in becoming queen.
Selecting Homecoming Queen involves
more than just tallying student votes, Greek
The 2006 Homecoming Queen will Affairs Coordinator Gary Wiser said.
make her way back to Western tonight to
Candidates must go through interviews
give away her crown on Saturday after- that are conducted by a committee made up
noon.
of faculty, staff and one student.
BryAnn Roth will be back at Western
“They are trying to find the best reprefor the Homecoming game to pass her title sentative for the university,” Wiser said.
on to this year’s queen.
Candidates are asked a series of ques“I’m not sad about giving my crown tions, such as what Western means to them
away; I am more excited for the next girl,” and what being selected as Homecoming
she said.
Queen would mean to them.
The 2007 Homecoming Queen will be
“Being crowned Homecoming Queen
crowned during halftime of Saturday’s was very special to me because it was a
game against Troy.
testament of my hard work
It’s a huge honor just to
and the investment I made in
be nominated for the court by
WKU,” Roth said.
peers, she said.
Roth explained that even
Roth, an alumna from
though it was a big honor for
Neenah, Wis., was nominated
her to be chosen as queen,
for Homecoming Queen by
her week was more about
her sorority, Alpha Delta Pi.
celebrating Homecoming and
ADPi members pulled
Western in general.
together and managed a
In the past, her favorite
— BryAnn Roth Homecoming activity had
“queen sweep” during last
2006 Homecoming Queen been the parade, but rain
year’s Homecoming. The
sorority won the banner comcaused it to be canceled.
petition and placed in the float competition, In its place, Roth said, was the day of
in addition to being represented by the Homecoming itself.
Homecoming Queen.
Roth was extremely busy the day of
This year’s ADPi vice president, Sara Homecoming.
Smith, said the sorority has been the overall
She had to divide her time between
Homecoming winner for the past two years, tailgating with the Spirit Masters and
and members hope to be again this year.
ADPi. Later, she attended the School of
They have two Homecoming Queen Journalism and Broadcasting New Media
candidates in their sorority this year. One Society induction ceremony and visited
was nominated by the sorority and the other with her parents, who flew in for the
by the Spirit Masters.
crowning.
Most candidates created Facebook
Then, she started getting ready for the
groups to campaign, but Roth chose not crowning ceremony.
to. She relied on her sorority sisters to cre“The week was a lot of fun,” Roth said.
ate posters for her and spread her name by
word of mouth.
Reach Danielle Bullock
But getting the majority peer vote isn’t at news@chherald.com.

DANIELLE BULLOCK
Herald reporter

“I’m not sad
about giving my
crown away; I am
more excited for
the next girl.”

PHOTO COURTESY TALISMAN YEARBOOK

BryAnn Roth

Cable Internet
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EVAN SISLEY/Herald

Bowling Green senior Demetria Brand (left) and Lexington senior Nykia Wilson (right), practice their Alpha Kappa Alpha step routine Wednesday night. The AKAs have been working hard this semester to
maintain their winning streak.

steppin’up
it

Homecoming step show tradition at Western started in 1969
ERIC ISBELL
Herald reporter
On Homecoming night, the pounding of
feet stomping on a stage will echo throughout Diddle Arena.
Members of the National Pan-Hellenic
Council, the governing body for historically black Greek organizations, will shout
chants as they harmonize during a step
routine on stage.
The NPHC step show is a popular
Homecoming tradition at Western.
Bowling Green junior Pauletha Butts,
a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority,
said stepping is a synchronized, choreographed dance using both hands and feet.
Stepping was brought to Western in
1969. The first step shows took place outside Downing University Center.
The step show’s popularity grew, and
eventually the show was moved to Van
Meter auditorium. The crowds for the step
shows continued to grow, and the event was
moved to Diddle.
“It’s a tradition that has been put on
every year during the Homecoming weekend,” Butts said.

C Y
M K

Participants of the step show practice for
months in secrecy to perfect their performance.
Steppers often practice in warehouses,
garages and anywhere around town they
can ensure their routine will not be seen.
Louisville junior Gail Forbes, a member
of Delta Sigma Theta sorority, said her
sorority practices their step routine several
nights a week. For Forbes, winning the step
show is about sorority pride.
She said that her only previous dance
experience was in front of the mirror. This
is her first year stepping in the Homecoming
step show.
Louisville alumnus John Marshall, a
member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity,
remembers late night practices preparing
for the step show.
“I remember bonding with the brotherhood, starting with nothing and ending up
with something great,” Marshall said.
Marshall and his fraternity brothers
would practice from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. Then,
as the day of the show approached, they
would practice until midnight. The week of
the show, they would often have practice
twice a day — one at about 5 or 6 a.m.
along with their usual evening practice.

C Y
M K

“We would go step, take a shower and then
go to our 8 o’clock class,” Marshall said.
Marshall participated in two winning
Homecoming step shows during his years
at Western. He still tries to attend step practices to help his fraternity brothers perfect
their routine.
He said that the last time he saw a practice was earlier this week.
“I stay very involved with the brotherhood,” he said.
Madisonville alumnus Eric Logan, a
member of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity,
stepped in the Homecoming step show in
1999 and 2000.
He said he has attended several step
shows in Kentucky and Tennessee since
graduating. He doesn’t think any other
school’s steppers would have a chance at
winning a step show at Western, he said.
“It might not be the largest step show in
Kentucky, but it is the best,” he said.
The doors for this year’s show open at 7
p.m. on Saturday at Diddle. The show starts
at 8 p.m.
Reach Eric Isbell
at diversions@chherald.com.
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Last Homecoming bittersweet for band members

EVAN SISLEY/Herald

Amy Ogden
HEATHER RYAN
Herald reporter
For Amy Ogden, a senior from Dyersburg, Tenn.,
Saturday is the last Homecoming she’ll spend dressed
in uniform and surrounded by her fellow members of
the Big Red Marching Band.
It’ll be the last Homecoming she’ll wear her traditional black headband, something that’s not only exclusive to the baritone section of the band, but also something she considers a necessary part of her uniform.
Ogden said Homecoming is one of those times of
the year she looks forward to.
The Homecoming football game is an exciting time
for the band, she said, especially when the crowds gets
involved.
“The bigger the crowd, the more everyone gets into
the game and we all enjoy it,” she said.
However, this year is different for Ogden. It will
be fun to play and interact with the crowd, but it also
reminds her that her career as a band member is coming to an end.
Playing in school bands has meant a lot to Odgen
for the past 10 years.
Ogden has been involved with band since she was

in the sixth grade. Involvement with band taught her
valuable leadership skills, and has allowed her to form
strong bonds with other players, she said.
She loves the performances and getting out on the
field, but the thing she’ll miss most about being in
band are the friends she’s made — especially those in
her section.
Russellville junior Lisa Cooper is one of Ogden’s fellow section members in the Big Red Marching Band.
They met in band and became close friends, Cooper
said.
Although Cooper is happy for Ogden because she is
graduating, she is still sad to see her go.
“If I do (band) and she’s not doing it, it will make
me real sad,” Cooper said. “She’s such a good friend
of mine.”
Odgen said it is bittersweet for this to be the last
year she will get to sway her horn back and forth to
“Shout” at the Homecoming football game.
During the summer, Ogden spent a few weeks practicing from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. — marching, sweating and
going home exhausted every night.
During the past semester, she and the rest of her
band mates have spent almost every week practicing
and performing a new show for each football game.

“It’s a lot of work to be in the marching band,”
Odgen said. “We complain a lot during the season, but
I know I’ll miss it when it’s over.”
Ogden admits she is sentimental about band, but is
looking forward to being able to watch future games
in the stands with the one person who almost always
comes to watch her play — her fiance, Jason Hatman,
a senior from Paris, Tenn.
Hatman said is he also looking forward to Odgen’s
last Homecoming game in the marching band. He said
he will enjoy sitting next to her in the stands, rather
than watching her from a distance.
Even though Odgen won’t be seeing all of her
friends at practice or at performances anymore, she
isn’t worried.
“I’m sure I’ll still see them around,” she said.
Her last Homecoming may symbolize Odgen’s time in
the Big Red Marching Band running out, but it also means
her life as a college student is ending soon as well.
“It’ll be a lot different going to a football game and
not being in the band. I’ve never done that,” she said.
“Homecoming will never be the same.”
Reach Heather Ryan
at diversions@chherald.com.

the

devil
went

down

The Charlie Daniels Band to perform
tonight in Van Meter
JILL ERWIN
Herald reporter

t

The Charlie Daniels Band will perform at 7
p.m. tonight in Van Meter Hall to an expected
sold-out crowd.
As a part of the annual Homecoming concert, Charlie Daniels and his five band members
will perform old songs that first made the band
famous.
Campus Activities Board is sponsoring the
event as a way to bring a wide range of ages
to campus to enjoy musical acts, said Azurdee
Garland, coordinator of student events.
Daniels is a country and southern rock musician who first began performing in the 1950s. The
band won a Grammy for best country vocal performance by a duo or group in 1979 for the song,
“The Devil Went Down to Georgia.”
Daniels, who was scheduled to perform at last
year’s Homecoming but canceled to perform in

Reach Jill Erwin
at diversions@chherald.com.

News brief

Student publications building
to be dedicated on Saturday
The Adams-Whitaker Student Publications
Center will be dedicated at 10 a.m. Saturday
following the 57th annual Student Publications
Homecoming Breakfast.
The 6,200-square-foot building was funded
primarily by student publications alumni. It cost
about $1.6 million.
The building is named for Bob Adams and
David B. Whitaker.
Adams has been a Herald adviser since 1968
and director of student publications since 1990.
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Korea, is expected to attract a much bigger crowd
than most musical acts this year because of the
timing, Garland said.
“We figured out that students had not yet
received their residual checks and had no extra
money to spend on concerts,” she said about the
timing of previous concerts. “Students were still
not in the groove of things and the concerts came
too early in the year.”
Garland said most people buying tickets have
been alumni, residents of Bowling Green and
parents from surrounding areas.
Although Daniels’ main audience consists
of an older generation, Bowling Green junior
Christian Adams said Daniels will bring more
culture to students with different musical tastes.
“I am a personal fan because he started a
musical movement with very politically charged
songs, which is mimicked in today’s music,”
Adams said. “He will bring more culture to campus because he is a very huge pop culture icon for
many generations.”
Daniels connects parents and children, which
makes him an important celebrity to visit campus,
said Scott Davis, a freshman from Sandusky, Ohio.
“He has a relatively large fan base, and
Kentucky does have a large country audience,”
Davis said. “Because his music has lasted so long,
it gives students and parents something to have in
common.”
Bowling Green sophomore Nicholas Mo, CAB
Performing Arts chair, said bringing a southern
rock/country group to campus is a good way to let
students experience different interests.
“Students and faculty have such diverse tastes
and interests,” Mo said. “CAB wouldn’t be doing
any justice to the campus if we didn’t show that
through different musical acts and performers.”
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Whitaker was the first head of Western’s journalism department and publications director from
1970 to 1987.
Both are former Herald editors.
Adams said the breakfast and dedication will
give contributing alumni and students a chance to
see the building.
There are more than 200 reservations for the
breakfast.
He said even more people are expected at the
dedication.
The Herald and Talisman will move into the
office before next semester.
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western
thing
it’s a

Traditions extend beyond the Hill

Western may not have a student body
as large as the University of Louisville or
a sprawling campus like the University of
Kentucky, but it still has something that
attracts students to the Hill every year.
Western has tradition.
Western’s traditions are as constant as
the bells that seranade students as they walk
down the Hill.
Here are the origins and significance of
Western’s most common traditions.

lar for fans to carry them. In the early part
of this century, a graphic design of a hand
waving the towel was made, and was used
on Western merchandise.
Ravenna freshman Emily McGuire said
she plans on waving it proudly at ball games.
“I’m from Eastern Kentucky and I love
Western way more than EKU,” she said.
Fordsville junior Jonathan Staples said
he waves his red towel at many Western
athletic events.
“I wave my red towel because it shows
the other teams our school spirit,” Staples
said. “The red towel has become a symbol
recognized by other schools.”

RED TOWEL

BIG RED

EMILEE DUVALL
& NINA BOSKEN
Herald reporters

The red towel has become such a solid
Western symbol that it is carried by students
at sporting events and around the globe.
The tradition was started by former
Western Coach E.A. Diddle, said Paul Just
of athletic media relations.
Diddle would carry a red towel with him
everywhere, and red towels would get mixed
up with the athletic department’s towels.
In the mid 1960s, near the end of Diddle’s
time at Western, it started to become popu-

Until the 1980s, the Hilltoppers did not
have a mascot to support them at athletic
events.
“When the topic of a mascot came up,
it was always ‘What is a Hilltopper?’” Just
said.
In 1978, basketball coach Gene Keady
thought Western needed a mascot and made
plans for Western to get one.
Mr. Topper, a man in a white tuxedo
with a red top hat, was the first version of

the mascot.
He didn’t win over fan’s hearts, so a
committee was put together in spring of
1979 to come up with a new one.
Committee Member Ralph Carey had
experience with big fuzzy costumes, so he
came up with the idea of Big Red and built
the costume, Just said.
Big Red made his debut in December
that year and has been Western’s mascot
ever since.

HOMECOMING

Homecoming is one of the most anticipated times of the year. Organizations
around campus host several fundraising and
social events leading up to the big day.
Gary Wiser, Greek affairs coordinator,
said the involvement in Homecoming is a
campus-wide project.
“Greek life plays a large part in
Homecoming, yes, but organizations all
across campus play a part in banner competitions, Homecoming Queen election, and
Big Red’s Roar,” Wiser said.
Big Red’s Roar is a pep rally held the
night before Homecoming. The football
team, President Gary Ransdell and comedi-

ans have been known to make appearances.
“It’s the highlight of the week,” Wiser
said.
Munfordville freshman Amber Matthews
expects lots of tailgating and a packed campus during Homecoming festivities.
Her assumptions might not be too far off.
Many alumni make the trip back to the
Hill for the Homecoming football game in
the fall.
Some student organizations, such as
Greek and academic departments, rent a
tent on DUC South Lawn to host returning
alumni.
Just said Western’s traditions are very
strong and that the school has much more
than just academics.
“Western’s fortunate,” he said. “That
goes deeper here.”
These traditions extend far beyond the
time students spend on the Hill. A lot of
people stay in touch and take pride in their
alma mater, Just said.
“You put on a sweatshirt or a T-shirt, and
you usually wear those things with either a
strong or subtle sense of pride,” he said.
Reach the reporters
at diversions@chherald.com.

what’s

going

Thursday, Nov. 8
Chili & Cheese Luncheon and Pep Rally
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Place: First Christian Church
Sponsored by the Junior Achievement
of South Central Kentucky and the
Warren County Alumni Chapter.
Tickets are $5.
Homecoming Concert: Charlie Daniels
Time: 7 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m.
Place: Van Meter Hall
Tickets are on sale on a first come,
first serve basis in the Campus
Activities Board office in Downing
University Center, Room 330. Payment
by cash or check is accepted.
Friday, Nov. 9
Campus Office Decorating Contest
Time: 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Place: campus offices
Contact: Special Events, 745-2497
Hall of Distinguished Alumni Luncheon
and Induction Ceremony
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Place: Sloan Convention Center
Contact: Tracy Morrison, 745-4395
Citizens First Homecoming Parade
Time: 4 p.m.
Place: Campus, College Heights
Boulevard and Avenue of Champions
Contact: Ginny Hensley, 745-4395
Citizens First Big Red Street Fest
Time: 5 p.m. (or immediately after
parade)
Place: Diddle Arena auxiliary gym
Free event with inflatable games,
prizes and food. First 200 fans to arrive
receive a free ticket to the men’s and
women’s basketball games.
College of Health and Human Services
Homecoming Reception
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Place: Academic Complex
Refreshments provided
Imagewest Agency Reunion
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Contact: Heather Garcia, 745-8915
Big Red’s Roar
Time: 8:30 p.m.
Place: Diddle Arena
Student tickets are free after 6:45
p.m., and $5 per student before the
women’s basketball game halftime.
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Saturday, Nov. 10
56th annual Student Publications
Breakfast
Time: 9 a.m.
Place: Mass Media and Technology
Hall
Contact: Tracy Newton, 745-2653

Family and Consumer Sciences Alumni
Brunch and Silent Auction
Time: 10 a.m.
Place: Academic Complex
Contact: Reeca Carver, (502) 564-3775
Recreation Administration 40th
Anniversary Celebration
Time: 10 a.m.
Place: Diddle Arena, Stansbury
Concourse
Alumni W-Club Athletic Hall of Fame
and Brunch
Time: 10 a.m.
Place: Diddle Arena
Contact: 745-3542
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity Alumni
Cookout
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Place: SAE house
For more information, go to www.
kybeta.com.
Intramural-Recreational Sports Alumni
Homecoming Celebration
Time: 11 a.m.
Place: DUC South Lawn
Contact: Derek Hottell, 745-2331
Gordon Ford College of Business
Alumni Homecoming Brunch
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Place: Grise Hall
Contact: Marilyn Greer, 1-800-3756893
School of Journalism and Broadcasting
Alumni Cookout
Time: noon
Place: Mass Media courtyard/patio
Contact: Stephen White, stephen.
white@wku.edu
Sigma Chi Fraternity Open House and
Reception
Time: noon to 2 p.m.
Place: Sigma Chi house
Contact: chapter president, 782-2586

Department of Allied Health
Homecoming Course
Time: to be announced
Place: Academic Complex
A continuing education course,
“Update on Pathology.”
Contact: Becky Tabor, becky.tabor@
wku.edu
Agriculture Department Alumni
Homecoming Luncheon
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Place: L.D. Brown Exposition Center
Contact: agriculture department, 7453151
Music Department Homecoming
Alumni Lunch
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Place: DUC South Lawn
Geography and Geology Department
Tour
Time: 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: Environment Sciences and
Technology Hall, third floor
Contact: David Keeling, 745-4555
Baptist Campus Ministry Alumni and
Friends Reception
Time: 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: Baptist Campus Ministry
Contact: Tommy Johnson, 781-3185
Festival of Friends tailgating
Time: 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Place: DUC South Lawn
Homecoming Football Game
Hilltoppers vs. Troy
Time: 4 p.m.
Place: Houchens Industries-L.T. Smith
Stadium
NPHC Step Show
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Diddle Arena
Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at
the door.
Contact: Office of Diversity Programs,
745-5066
Society of African American Alumni
Dance
Time: 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Place: Knicely Center
Contact: Alumni Association, 1-888WKU-ALUM
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